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\ To che right ho- 


nourable and vertn- 


ous Lady, the Lady Zacte 
C ounteſſ of Bedford, 


T'. death of the righteous, 


that ts, of enery beleeming 
and repentant ſimmer , #64 
* moſt excellent bleſſing of od, and 
brmgs with it many worthy bene- 
fits : which thin prin on ths 
manner. I. G w;.Mo in the begin- 
ning and in irs continuance of his 
grace,aoth greater things unto his 
fernantes then they doe commonly 
aike or thinke,and becanſe he rar 
promiſed ayd & ſtrength onto the, 
therefore in wonder Ault wi/dome 
he cafteth opon them this heanie 
| #mrdenof death , that they might 
make experience what us the ex 
| ceeding might and power of i 
2 grace 


The Ppiftle. 
grace in their weaknes. 1 I. Indye- 
went beginnes at Gods houſe : and 
the righteous are laden with affii- 
elions and temptations in thu life, 
and therefore in this worlde the 
hane their deathes and hells, that 
in death they might not feele the 
rorments ofbel and of adeath.T 1 /. 
When Lazarus was dead Chriſt 

ſaid, Hee ts not dead but ſleepeth: 

| hence it followeth that the chriſti- 
an man can ſay, My grane is my 
bed,my death 1s my ſleepe: in death 

' Taie not , but onely ſfleepe . It is 
thought that of all terrible things 
death is moſt terrible : but it 1s 

falſe to them that bein Chriſt , to 
whome many thmgs happen farre 
wore heauie & butter then death. 
IV. Death at the firſt brought 

forth fame, but death inthe righ- 
reons by meanes of Chriſt: death, 
aboliſheth ſame, becauſe it is the 

_ #tcompliſinment of mort ops 


The Epiſtle, 
And death ts fo farre from de- 
ſrojing ſuch at are wn (, hriſt , that 
there can bee no better refuge for 
them againſt death : for preſently 
after the death of the badge , fol- 
lowes the perfett freedome of the 
ſpirit, and the reſurrettion of the 
odie V.Laſily , death is a meanes 
of a Chriſtian mans perfettion , 4s 
Chriſt in his owne example ſhew- 
eth, ſaying , Behold I will caſt 
out 4cuilfs and will heale ſtill to 
day and to morrowe, and the 
third I will bee perfeRed. Nowe 
thu perfettion in the members of 
Chriſt ts nothing elſe but the bleſ= 
fig of God the author of peace,ſ7- 
thfying them throughout , that 
their whole ſpirits, and ſoules, and 
bodies may bee preſerned without 
blame to the comming of onr Lord 
Teſus Chriſt. 
Nowe haning often thus con- 


A 3 fide- * 


| The Epiſtle, 
fradered with my ſelfe of the excel. 
lencie of death , I —_ ood to 
" drawe the ſanme and chiefe heads 
thereof mto this ſmall treatiſe: the 
protettion and confiderationwher. 
of, [ commend to your Ladi/ſhip de- 
firing you to accept of it, and reade 
st-at your leiſure . If I bee blamed 
for 'writing wnto you of ueath, 
"whereas by the courſe of nature 
you are not yet neere death, Salo- 
won will excuſe me,who ſaith that * 
wee muff remember our creatour 
& the daves of our _ Thus ho- 
ing of your H. acceptance ,1 
= _ to beſo this ab la- 
bony to your comfort ayd ſaluatis. 

Septemb.7. 1595- 


W. Perkins. 


Eccleſiaſtes 7+ % " 


T he day of death ts better thi the 
day that one is borne. 


Heſe wordes are arule or 
recept laid down by Sa- 
omon for weightic cau« 


ſes: For inthe Chapters going 
« before he ſetsforth the vamity of 


all creatures vnder heauen; and 


that at largein the v rticu- 
Jars. Now men hinaeo els 
take occaſton of diſcantentmEt 
in reſpe& of their eſtate mv this 
life: th@refore Salomon ingreat 
wiſedome here , takes a newe 
courſe, and in this chapter be- 
eins to lay downe certaine rules 
of dire&tion and comfort, that 
men might haue ſomewhat 
wherewith to arme them-ſclues 
avainſt the troubles and the mi- 
A 4 {cries 


s —  Therightway | 

ſeriez of this life. The firſt ruleis 
in this third verſe , that 4 good 
name t better then a pretious ojnt= 
ment:that is, a name gotten and 
maintained by godly conuerſa- 
tion,is a ſpeciall] bleſſing of god, 
which in the middeſt of the va- 
nitics of this life , miniſtreth 
greater matter of rcioycingand 
comfortto the heart of man the 
the moſt pretious sintment can 
doc to the outward ſenſes. Now 
ſome man hauing heard this 
firſt rule'cocerring good name, 
might obic& and ſay , thatre- 
nowmeand good reportinthis 
life affoardes ſlender comfort: 
conſidering that after it, follows 
death , which is the miſerable 
end of all men.But this obic&i- 
- on the Wiſe man remooueth 
by a ſecond rule in the wordes 
which I have in hand , ſaying, 
that the daie of death it better the 


the 


ofdying well, 3 - 
the day that one ts borne. 

That wee may come tb the 
true & proper ſenſe of this pre- 
cept or rule, three points are to 
be coſidered. Firſt, whatis death 
here mentioned:ſecondly , how 
it can be truely ſaid, that the day 
of death is better then the daie 
of birth: thirdly in what refpect 
it is better, 

For thefirſt, death is a depri- 
uation of life as a puniſhment 
ordained of God, and impoſed 
on man for his ſinne. Firſt, I lay, 
it is adepriuation of life, becauſe 
the very nature of death , is the 


abſence or defe@ of that life 


which God vouchſafed man by 
his creation. I adde further , that 
death is a puniſhment, more e- 
ſpecially to intimatethe nature 
and qualitie of death ; and to 
ſhewe that it was ordained as 


a meanes of the execution: of 
Gods 


. Therightway 
gods wſtice & indgement. And 
atdeath is apunihment, Paul 
mrncy auoucheth when hee 
ith, that by one man ſine entred 
into the world, and death by ſine. 
And againe, that death zx the ſti- 
pong , 07 allowance of ſinne. 
urthermore in eucry puniſh- 
ment there bee three workers: 
the ordainer of it , theprocurer, 
and the executioner . The or- 
dainer of this puniſhment is 
. God in theeſtate of mans inno- 
cencie , by a folemne lawe then 
made in thefe very words, / the 
that thou eateſt thereof , thou 
ſhalt diethe death,Gen.2.17.But 
It may beealleadged to the con- 
trarie, that the Lord ſaith by the 


Ez.33. Prophet Ezechiel, that hee will | 


not the death of a ſinner;and ther-. 
fore that hee is no ordainer of 
death. The anſwere may eaſily 
bemadc,and that ſundry w_ 

lt, 


—4- 


ofdying well, * $ 
Firſt, the Lord ſpeakesnot this 
to all men or of all men, butto 
his owne people the Churchof 
the Tewes , as appeares by the 
cauſe prefixed , Sowne of man, 
. ſayomothehonſeof Iſrael,&:.A> 
b-- pane, the wordes are not ſpo- 

cn abſolutely but onely in way 
of compariſon, in that of the 
twaine he rather willes the con+ 


UVerſ. 
10, | 


uerſion and repentance ofa fin- 


ner, then his death and deſtru- 
Aion. Thirdly , the very proper 
meaning ofthe wordes importe 
thus much,that God doeth take 
no delight or pleaſe in the 
death of a ſinner,as it is the rwne 
and deſtrnition of the creature. 
And yet all this hinders not but 
that God ina newe regard and 
confideration may both will & 
ordainedeath, namely , as it isa 
due and deferucd puniſhment, 
tending to the execution of iu- 

lice; 


6 Therightway 
tice; in which iuſtice God is as. 
ood asin his mercie. Againe,it 
mav be obicfed, thatif death 
indeede had beene ordained of 
God,then Adi ſhould haue bin 
deſtroyed,& that preſently vp6 
his fall. For the very words are 
thus, YFhenſoener thou ſhalt eat of 
the forbidden fruit, thou ſhalt cer 
tenly die. Anſ.Sentences of Sctip- 
ture are cither Lezall or Euan- 
| Mm : the Law and the Go» 
= becing two ſcuerall and di- 
tin parts of Gods word. Now 
this former ſentence islegall and 
mult be vnder{tood with anex- 
ception borrowed from the 
Goſpcl orthe coucnant of grace 
made with Adam, and reuca- 
led to him after his fall. The ex- 
ception is this. Thou ſhalt cer- 
tenly die whenſoeuer thou ea- 
teſt the forbidden frait, except 
I doe further giue thee a meanes 


of 


of dying well. - 
\ of deliverance trom death, 
namely the ſeede of the woman 
, tobruiſe the ſerpents head. Se- 
\ condly it may be anſwered, that 
| Adamandall his poſteritie di- 
| ed, andthat preſently after his 
fall, inthathis bodie was made 
mortall , and his ſoule became 
ſubie&@ tothe curſe of the lawe. 
- And whereas God would not 
| vtterly deſtroy Adam at the ve- 
ry firſt, but onely impoſe on 
him the begininngs of thefarſt * 
and ſecond death ; he did the 
ſame in great wiſdom , that in 
his iuftice he might make a way 
to mercie : which thing could 
}| not hane becne if Adam had 
|. periſhed. 
|{ Theexecutioner of this pu-' 
niſhmentis he that dothimpoſe 
and infli&t the ſame on man , & 


, 
: 


'' thatalſo is God himiſelfe, ashe 
f teltifieth of himſelfe in the pro- 


het E- 
| P 


6. 
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, 
Ia. 45. Efai, Imake peace ana create emil, 


Nowe euil is of three ſortes: na- 
turall,morall,materiall.Natural 
euill, is the deſtru&ion. of that 
order which God ſet in euc 
creature by the creation. Morall 
euill, is the want of that righte- 
ouſnes & vertue which thelawe 
requires atmans hand ; and that 
1s called ſinne. Materiall euill,is 
- matter or thing which in 
it ſelfe is a good creature of god, 
yetſo,as by reaſon of mans fallit 
15 hurtfull to thehealth and life 
of man,as henbane, wolfebane, 
hemlocke, and all other poiſons 
are. Now this laying ofEfai muſt 


not bee vnderſtood of morall e- 


uills, but of ſuch as are either 
materiall or natural:tothe latter 
of which,death is to bereferred, 
which is the deſtrution or a- 
boliſhment of mans nature cre- 
ated, 


The 


of dying well 0 
j Theprocurer ofdeathis mi 
not God;in that man by his fin 
I and diſobedience did pull vp- 
on himſclfe this puniſhment. 
Therefore the Lord in Ofcah, 0/.; ;; 
0 Iſrael, one hath deſtroyed thee, 5 
but in me # thine helpe . Againſt 
this it may be obieRted, that mi 
was mortall in the eſtate of in- 
4 nocency before the fall. A»ſw. . 
| Theframe and compoſition of 
| mansbodie conſidered in it ſelfe 
was mortal, becauſe it was made 
of water and carth and other ec- 
lements which are of themſclues 
alterable and changeable: yerif 
weereſpett thar grace and blef- 
fing which God did vouchſafe 
+ mans bodie in his creation, it 
was vnchangeable and immor- 
tall,and ſo by the fame bleſſing: 
ſhould haue continued , if man 
; had notfallen : and man by his 


fall depriuing himſelfe of this 
gift 


10 Theright way 


gift and bleſſing, became euery 
way mortall. 

- Thus it appeares in part what 
death is : yet for the better clea- 
ring of this poimt,we areto con- 
ſider the difference of the death 
of a man and of a beaſt. The 
death of a beaſt is the totall and 


finall aboliſhment of the whole 


creature : for the bodie is refol- * 


wed to his firſt matter, and the 
ſoulearifing of the temperature 
of the bodie, vaniſheth to no- 
thing. But inthe death ofa man 
it is otherwiſe. For though the 
bodie for-a time be reſolueg to 


duſt, yet mult it riſe againein || 


the laſt judgement and become 
1mmortall : and as for the foule, 
it ſubſiſteth by it ſelfe out of the 
bodie and is immortall . And 
this beeing {o,it may be dewan- 
ded how the foule can dic the 
ſecond death. ef. The _ 

Ies, 


of dying well, ro 
dies , not becauſe it is vtterly a- 
boliſhed , but becauſe it is as 
though it were not, &it ceaſeth 
- toben reſpet of rightcouſnes 
and fellowthip with God. And 
indeede this is the death of all 
deaths, when the creature hath 
ſubſiſting and being,and yet for 
all that is decief all com- 
fortable fellowſhip with God. 
The reaſon of this difference 
is,becauſe the ſoule of a man isa 
ſpirite or ſpirituall ſubſtance, 
whereas the ſoule ofa beaſt isno 
ſubſtance, but a naturall vigour 
or qualitie, and hath no beeing 
init felfe without the bodie on 
which it wholly depedeth. The 
ſoule of man contrariwiſe bee- 
ing created of nothing & brea- 
| thedinto the bodic, and as well 
lubſiſting forth of it asin it. 
| Thekindesof death are two, 
| as the kindesof life a 


es The right way 

and fpirituall. Bodily death is 
nothing elſe but the ſeparation 
ofthe foule from the bodice, as 


bodily life is the contunCtion of | 


bodie and foule : and this death 
is called the firſ?, becauſe inre- 
"= of time it goes before the 

econd.Spiritualldeathis the ſe- 
paration of the whole man both 
in bodicand foule fromthe gra- 


cious fellowſhippe of God . Of 


theſe twaine the firſt is but an 
entrance to death, and the ſe- 
cond is the accompliſhment of 
it. For as the ſoule is the life 
ofthe bodie, ſo God is the life 


of the ſoule , and his ſpirit is the . 


ſoule of our ſoules,and the want 
of fellowſhip with him brings 
nothing buttheendleſſcand vn- 


ſpeakable horrours and pangs 
of death. Hs 


Aeaine, ſpirituall death hath 
| three dif ink 


and ſcuerall de- ; 


grees. 


| 
| 


| 


— 
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ofdying well, r3 
ces. The firſtis, whena man 
| thatisaliueinreſpetoftempo- 
ral life,lies dead in finne. Of this 
degree Paul ſpeakes when hee 
Gath, But free that lineth inplea- , Tim. 
fare ts dead while ſpee lineth. And 5.6 
this is the caſe of all men by na- © * * 
—— —_— of wrath 

an 52 fomes freſpaſſes. Fph.z; 
Theſecondd 1510 + £44 ng T 
ry end of this life when the body 

is laid inthe carth, and the foule 
deſcendes to the place of tor- 
ment. The third degreeis in the 
day of wdgement , when the 
bodie and foule meete againe & 
'goe both to the place of the da« 
ned, there to bee tormented for 
euer and euer. 

Hauing thus found the na- 
ture and differences and kindes 
of death, itis more then mani- 
feſt, that the text in hand isto be - 
vnderſtoud;notof the y_ all . 

ut 


<4 The right way 
but of the bodily death: becauſe |} 
it is oppoſed to the birth or na- 
tiuitie of man. T he wordes then 
mult carric this ſenſe: Thetime 
of bodily death im which the 
bodie and ſoulc of man are ſc- 
uered aſunder, is better then the 
time in which one is borne and 
brought into the world. | 
Thus much of the fxrlt point; | 
now followeth the ſecond : and 
that 1s,how this ci be truewhich 
Salomon faith , that the day of 
death is better then the day of 
birth, I make not this queſtion, 
to call the Scriptures into con- 
trouerhie , which are the truth it 
ſelfe , but I.doe it for this ende, 
that wee might without waue- 
ring be reſolued of the truth of 
this which Salomon auouncheth. 
For there may be ſundrie rea- 
ſons brought to the contrarie. | 
'Therfore let vs now handle the 7 
queſtion:the reaſons or obiefti- * 


ofdying well. "5 
| ons which may be alleadged to 
the contrarie , may all be redu- 
ced to ſixe heads. TI he firſt is ta- 
ken from the opinion of wiſe 
men,who think nt the beſt thing 
of all neuer to be borne,and the 
| | yext beſt to die quickly. Now if 
it bethe beſt thing in the world 
notto be borne at all, then its 
'} the worſt thing that can be to 
| dicafteraman1s borne. ew. 
There be two ſorts of men:one, 
that liue and die in their finnes 
without repentance : the other, 
which vnfainedly repent & be- 
leeuein Chiiſt . Now this ſen- 
| tence may be truly auouched of 
the firit : of home we may fa 
as Chriſt ſaid of Iudas, [t had bir 
g004 for him that he had nener bin 
borye. Butthe faying applied to 
the ſecond ſort of men is falſe. 
For to them that in this life 
turne to God by repentance, 


16 Therightwzy 1 
the beſt thing of all is to bee 
borne; S—_—_ their _ IS a 
degree of preparation to happi- 
Cad Sonnet beſt is x. Hlc 
quickly : becauſe by death they 
enter into poſlc{ſion of the 
ſame their happineſle. For this 
cauſe Balaam deſired to dic the 
death ofthe righteous : and Sa- 
lomonin this place prefers the 
day of death before the day of 
birth,vnderſtandine that death 
which is ioyncd with godly life, 
or the death oftherighteous. 
The ſecond obiettion is ta- 
ken from the teſtimonies of 
Scripture. Death is the WAgES of 
ſane, Rom.6.23.it is an enene of 
Chrift,1.Cor.15.and the curſe of 
the lawe. Hence it ſeemes to fol- 
- Jowethat in and by death , men 
receive their wages and paimet 
for their ſinnes : that the day of 
death is the dolefull daie in 


which 


_— wy 
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which the enemie preuailes a« 
gainſt vs:that he which dieth is 
curſed. 4n/wm, Wee mult-diſtine 
uiſh of death:it muſt be conſt- 
| nar two waies;hirſt , as it is b 
i felfe in his own nature: ſecod- 
ly,as it is altered and changed b 
Chriſt. Nowe death by it ſelfe 
conſidered,is indeedethe wages 
of finne,an enemie of Chriſt, & 
of all his members,and the curſe 
of the law, yca the very ſuburbs 
and the gates of hell : yet in the 
ſecond reſpe&t,it is not ſo. For 
by the vertue of the death of 
Chriſt,it ceaſcth to bee a plague 
or puniſhment, and of a curſeit 
is made a blefling, and is be- 
come vnto vs a paſlage or mid- 
dle-way bctweene this life and 
eternall life,and as it were a little 
wicket or doore whereby wee 
paſſe out of this world and en- 
ter into heauen, And in thisre- 
ſpect 


P/[.6.4. 
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fpe& the ſaying of Salomonis 
molt true . For in the date of 
birth, men arc borne & brought 
forth into the vale of miſerie,but 
afterward when they goe hence 
hauing death altcred vnto them 
by the death of Chriſt , they en- 
ter intoeternall joy and happi- 
neſlewith allthe Saints of God 
for cuer. 

The third obietion is taken 
fro the examples of molt wor- 
thy men , who have made their 
praiers againſt death. As our 
Sauiour Chriſt, who praied on 
this manner , Father if i bee thy 
will let this cup paſſe ſrom mee, yet 
not my will, but thy will bee done. 
And Dauid praied , Retmrne,0 
Lord,acliner my ſoule, ſane me for 
thy mMErcies ſake: for in death there 


5 no remembrance of thee : in the 


Eſa.z8 grane who ſhallpraiſe thee? And 


#0, 


echiah,when the prophet "6 | 
Y 


of dying well, « 19 
ay bade bi ſerhighouſe in or- 
deranggolde himthat hee mul} 
die,wept,fore »&. hn xe{pc > 
ofdeath. Nowe by the examples 
of theke moſt worthy,men , yea 
by the example, of the.ſonne of 
God himlelte,it way ſeeme that 
the day{pf death is the molt tery 
ribleand doletall day ofall;4v/- 
When our Sauiour Chriſt pral- 
edthus to his. Father, he was in 

his agonie, and heethen as our 

Redeemer ſtogd. in our roome 
and ſtead, to-ſufferall thinges 

hatwe ould have ulfred 1 

our own perſons forour finnes: 

and therefore hee praicd not 

fimplyagainlt death, butagainſt 

the curled death of the croſle, 

and he feared not.death;it, (clfe, 
which. is the ſeparation of bo- 
dic & foule,butthe.curſe of the 
lawe which went with death; 
namely the vnſpeakable wrath 
1 


P/.2 3. 
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and indignation of God. The 
firſt death: troubled himi-not, 
but the firſt and ſecond joyned 
togither. Touching Dauid, whe 
he made the fixt plalme, he was 
not onely ficke in bodie, but al- 
ſo perplexed with the greateſt 
teryptation of all , in 'that hee 
wreſtled in conſcience with the 
wrath of God, as appeares by 
the wordes'ofthe text, where he 
faicth , Lord, rebuke me not in thy 
wrath. And by this wee ſee that 
hee praied not ſimply againſt 
death, but avainſt' death at that 
inſtant whe he was in that oric- 
uous temptation. For at other 
times hee had no ſuch feare of 
death, as hee himſelfe teftificth; 
faying,7howgh I/honldwalke tho- 
rough the valley of the ſhudowe of 
death, I will feare no exill,There- 
fore he praicd againſt death on- 
ly asit was ioyned with the ap- 
. PIC» 
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of dying well, 21: 
prehenſion of Gods wrath, La- 
{tly, Ezechiah praied _— 
| death,not onely or e dc» 
: | fixedto liuc and doe ſeruice to 
, | Godin his kingdome,but _ 
a further and more fpeciall re- 

| | gard;becauſewhen the Prophet 
; brought the meſſage of death, 
, | hewas without iſſue ; and had 
| none of his owne-bodie to fuc- 
ceede him in his kingdome. It 

| will bee ſaid , what warrant had 
| Ezechiah to pray againſt death 
| for this cauſe.e41c His warrarit 
, | was good; for God had made a 
pon promiſe ro-Dauid:& 
is poſteritic after hum, that ſo 
long asthey feared God 8 wal- 
ked inhis comandements , they 
ſhouldnot want iſſue:to ſit vp- 
| onthe throne of the A __ 
after them. Nowe Ezechiah at 
the time of the Prophets mef- 

| | 

lage , remembring what pro- 

B 2 mile 
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miſe God had made, and howe 
he for his part had keptthe con» 
dition thereof, in that hee had 
walked before God with an vps 
Fight heart , and had done that] 
which was acceptable in his 
fight;hee prayed againſt death, 
not ſomuch fant chee feared] 


the danger ofit,but becauſe hee 
wanted iſſue. This praier God 
accepted and heard, and hee ad-}} 
ded fifteene yeres vnto his daies, 


Manaſles. | 
- - Thefourth obieQion +5,tha! 
thoſe which hauebeencreputedþ 
to beof the better fort of men, 
oftentimes haue miſerable ends | 
for ſome end their daies deſpat þ 
-ring,ſome rauing and blaſphe | 
ming;, ſoine ſtrangely tormery þ 
'ted:1t:may ſceme (therefore that þ 
the.daie of death is the day of Þ 
greatelt woe & milcric . "Z this 
ans 


and two. yearcs after gaue him ; 
; 
| 


vfdying wel. 1 
fanſwere firſt of all generally, 
that w e muſt not iudge of thee» 
ſtate of any man before God by 
outward thinges , whether they 


iy bee bleſſings or rudgements, - 


whether they falin life or death. 
For (as Salomon faith) al rthings 
JJ come alike to alkkand the ſame con- 

dition ts to the tuſt and the wicked, 
eo the good and to the pure and to 
I the polluted,and to him that ſacri- 


1 ficeth and to him that ſacrificeth 
 |# not:asts the good /o ts the ſinner,he 


. FF notone 


4 that ſweareth as hee that feareth 
'} anoath.Secondly, I anſwere the 
yg particulars which bee alleadged 
*H onthis manner: And firſt of all 


W nm itis true that - 
) 


' wicked and looſeper- 
ſons deſpairein death , butalſo 
repentant {inners , who often- 
| times in thier ſickeneſle,teſtife 
{ - of themſclues that beeing alive 
B 3 and 
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and lying in their beddes, 
= Huy REP as it mw | 
beinhell,and ro apprehend the 
very panges and tormentsther- 
of. And I doubt not for all this, 
but that the childe of God molt | 
deere vnto him, may through | 
the gulfe of deſperation attaine | 
to cucrlaſting happineſle. This 
appeares by -» manner of gods 
dealing in the matter of our ſal- 
uation . All the workes of God 
are done in and by their contra- 
ries. Inthe creation all thinges 
were made, not of ſoine thing, 
but of nothing, cleane contrary 
to the courſe of nature. In the 
worke of redemption , God 
mes life not by life , but by 
} 5% andif we confider aright 
of Chriſt vpon thecroſle , wee 
ſhall ſee our paradiſe out of pa- 
radiſe in the middeſt of hell. FoY 
out of his owne curſed _ 
ot 
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doth hee bring vs life and eter- 
nall happineſle. Likewiſe in ef 
feftuall vocation, wheniit plea» 
ſeth God to conuert and turne 
men vnto him , hee doeth it by 
the meanes of the gofpell prea-» 
ched ., which in reaſon ſhould 


| incl men from God. Foilt 


15 2s contrary to-the nature of 
man as fire to: water , and 11 
to darkenes: and yet forall this, 
thoughit bethus againſt the d1- 
ſpoſition and heart of man , it 
porno with him and turnes 
im to God. Furthermore,whe 
God will ſend his owne fſer- 
uants to heauen, hee ſends them 
a contrarie waie, euen by the + 
gates of hell: and when it 1s his 
pleaſure to make men depende 
on his fauour and prouidence, 
hee makes them feelehis anger 
and to bee nothing in them- 
{clues,that they may wholly de- 
B 4 pend 


 dicethe faluation of them that 
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one vpon him,and bee what' 
ocuer they are in him . This 
point beeing well conſidered, it 
1s manifeſt that the ' chulde of 
God may paſlc, to: heauen by 
the ve Talks of hell. Fhe loue | 
of Godis like a ſea, into,which |; 
whena man is caſt , hee neither | 
feeles bottome nor ſcesbanke.l 
conclude thereforethatdeſpaire 
whether it ariſe of weakeneſſe 
of nature, or of conſcience of 
finne; though it fall out about 
the time of death, cannot preiue 


are eftcually called. As for o- 
ther ſtrange eucnts which fall 
 outin death,they are theeftcs 
of diſcaſes . Rauings and blaſ- 
phemings ariſe of the diſeaſe of 
melancholy and of frenſfies, 
which often happen at the ende 
of burning feuers, the choller 

ſhooting vp tothebraine. The 


wri- | 
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wtithing of the lippes , the tur- 
nine of the necke, the buckling, 
of the ipynts, andthe whale bo- 
dic, proceeds. of .crampes .and 
copvulfions, which followe af 
ter much cuacuatio. And wher- 
as fome in {ickenclle are of that 
ſtrength hat three of foure.mE 
can. nothold th&withourbonds, 
it comes not of witchcrafts and 
polleſſions,as people common- 
ly thinke , but of choller inthe - 
vaines. And whereas ſome whe 
they are dead, become as blacke 
2s pitch (as Bonner was) it may 
ariſe by a bruile, or an impo- 
qe Ap" putrefactio of the 
liver:and it doth not alwaies ar- 
gue ſome extraordinazic indge- 
ment'of God. Naye. theſe and 
the way HS with. grape 
tones & ſtrange effetis.though 
they (hall ; nk man of gb 
health, 


of 
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health,and of the right vſe of the 
partes of tns bodie , and of the 
yſc of reaſon too : yet they cart 
not depriue his ſoule of eternall 
lte. And all ſinnes,procured by | 
violent tifeabe ca prone | 
from repentant ſinners, are ſins | 
ofinfirmitie: for which , ifthey | 
know thei and come againeto | 
- vic of reaſon , they will fur- 
ther repent;if not , they are par- 
doned oo buricd yr Nath 

of Chriſt. And we onyhtnotſo | 
much tg ſtand vps the ſtrange- 
neſle of any mins ende ,' when 
NE I ee els 
not by his death, but by his life. 
yo if this be true , CE 
caſes, and thereppon ſtrange 

behaviours iji ea may 
the belt tad Hits, ge wa 
ſearne''to 'refrrtie buy itfdte 
ments of ſuch as le ar a ” | 
0 
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of death. The common opinion 
is,that ifa man lie quietly & goe 
away like a Jambe ( which in 
ſome diſeaſes, as confumptions 
and ſuch hke,any man may do) 
then he gocs ſtraightto heaut: 
but ifthe violence of the diſcafe 
ſtirre vp impatience , and cauſe 
inthe partie franticke behaui- 
ours,then men vſe to ſay , there 
1s a1udgement of God ſeruing 
either to diſcouer an hypocrite, 
orto plague a wicked man.,But 
the truet bis otherwiſe . For in- 
deed a man may dic like a lamb, 
and yet goe to hell: and one dy- 
mg in exceeding torments and 
ſtrange behauiours ofthe body, 
may goe to heauen. And by the 
outward condition of any man, 
either in life or death, we are not 
to iudge of hiseſtate before god 
LC fourth obieRion isthis. 
hea man is moſt neere death, 

\ - then 
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then the deuill is moſt buſie in 
temptation:&the more men are 
aſlaulted-by Satan;the more di- 
gerous and troubleſome is their 
caſe. And therefore itmay ſeeme 
that the day of death is the wox{t 
day of all. «2; The condition 
of Gods children in death is 
twofold.Some are not tempted, 
and ſome axe.Some I ay arenot 
tempted, as — ALA 4 when 
he had ſeenc Chriſt, brake forth 
and faide , Lord, now letteſt thou 
thy ſernant depart in peace , ce 
forelignifying no doubt,that he 
ſhould endehis daicsin all man- 
ner of peace. As for them which 
are tempted , though their caſe 
be. very troubleſome and per- 
excd,yet their ſaluation 15 not 
urther off, by rcaſen of the vio- 
lence and extremitie of tempta- 
tion. For Godis then preſent by. 
the vaſpeakable comfort of his 
9 ſpirit, 


— — 


— — 


— 
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fpirit, and when we are moſt 
weake, he is molt ſtrong in vs 
becauſe his manner is. toſhewe 
kis power in weaknes. And for 
this cauſe, cuen' in the time of 
death the deuil receiues thegrea« 
teſt foyle, when helookes for 
the greatelt viorie. 

Fhe ſfixt obieionis this; Vie 
olent & ſudden death is a grie- 
uous curſe, & of all evills which 
befall man inthis life, none is {o 
terrible : therefore it may feeme 
that the day of ſudden death is 
moſt miſerable. It is true 
indeede that ſudden death is a 


curſe & grieuous iudgement of 


God, and therefore not without 
cauſe feared of me in the world: 
yet all thinges confidered, wee 
ought more to be afraide of an 
1mpenitent and euill ife,then of 
ſudden death. For thought be 
cuill,as deathit ſclfe in hig awne 
nature 


SF 


CIO. 
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nature is;yet wemuſtnat thinke 
it to be {imply euill: becauſe it is 
not cuillto | =p inall re- 
euill. I ay it is not evil to. 
all men, conſidering that no 
kinde of death iseuill or acurſe 
vnto them that arc in Chriſt, 
who are freed from the whole 
curſe of the law. And therefore 


. theholy Ghoſt ſaith, Bleed are 


they that die in the Lord : for they 
reſt frow their [abours : whereby 
1s fignifted that they which de- 


part this life, becing members of 


Chriſt, enter into euerlaſting 
happines; of what death ſo cuer 
they dic, yea though it be ſud- 
den death. Againe I fay, that 


fudden death is not euill in all 


relpetts. For itisnot euill , be- 
cauſeit is ſudden , but becauſeir 
commonly takes men vnpre- 
pared,and by that meanes make 
the day of death a blacke day, 


and 
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and. as it were a uy ſpecedie 
downefall to the gulfe of hell. 
Otherwiſe if a manbe readie & 
preparedto die, fudden death is 
ineffe& no death, but a quicke 
= ſpeedic entrance to eternal 
hfe. 

Theſe obieQtions beeing thus 
anſwered, it appeares to be a 
manifeſt truth which Salomon 
faith,that che dayof death is better 
indeed then the day of birth. Now 
I come to the third point, in 
which the reaſons and refpets 
aireto be confidered that make 
the day of deathto ſurpaſfethe 
Map Laan Licehoond they 
all be reduced tothis one,name- 
ly that the birth day is an en- 
trance into all woe and miferie ; 
whereas the day of death ioy- 
fied with godly and reformed 
hfe'!4s an entrance or degreeto 
eternall bfe. Which I make ma- 
| nifeſt 


\Jy 
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nifeſt thus : Eternall life. hath 
three degrees; one in this life, 
when a,man can truely Gay thay 
heliues,not,butthat Chriſt hyes 
in him: and this all/men'gan lay 
that repent and belecue, and'arc 
iuſtified and ſanRihed , & hayg 
peace of conſcience, with other 
gifts of Gods ſpirit , which are 
the carnelt of their ſaluation. 
Thefecond degree is inthe end 
of this life, when the bodie goes 
tothe earth, & the ſouleiscaried 
by the angels into heauen. The 
thirdis inthe end of the world at 
the laſt iudgement, when bodie 


& ſoule reunitgd.do jovntly en- 
terinto cternaltnapPINes1N Ned» 


ue. Now of theſe three degrees, 
death it ſelfe becing ioyned with 
the feare of God, is the ſecond: 
which alſo containeth in it two 
warthic :{teps to life. Theft, 
is a freedome from all miſeries, 


which 
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which haue their ende in death. 
For though men in this life are 
ſubic&to manifolde dangers by 
ſca and land,as allo toſundrie a- 
ches,paines, and diſcaſes,as fea- 
uers,and conſumptions,&c. yet 
when death comes. there is an 


end of all. Again,ſolong as men .. 


lue in this world , whatſoeuer 
they be , they doe n:fome part 
he in. bondage vnder originall 
corruption and. the remnants 
thereof, which are doubtings of 
Gods prouidence, vnbelcefe , 
pride of heart, ignorance, coue- 
touſnes,ambition,cnuie, hatred, 
luſt, and ſuch like finnes, which 
bring forth fruites vnto death. 
And to beinſubieQtion to ſinne 
on this maner , is a miſerie of all 


miſcries. Therefore Paul whe he , 
was tempted vnto finne by his 
corruption,calsthe very teptati- * *** 


pnthe buffets of Satan, and as it 
Were 


. Cor. 
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were a pricke or thorne woun- 
ding his fleſh, and paining him 
atthe very heart. Againe, in an 
other: place wearied with his 
own corruptions, he complains 
thathe is ſolde vader {inne, and 
he cries out, 0 miſerable manthat 
1 am , who ſhall deliner me from 
this bodze-of death | Dawd faith, 
that his.cyes guſhed out with ri- 
uers of teares when other men 
ſinned againſt God: how much 
more then was he gricued for 
the finnes wherewith he him- 

Ifewas ouertaken in this life. 
Andindeedcitisa very hell for 
a man that hath but aſparke of 
grace, to be exerciſed, turmoy- 
led, and tempted with the in- | 
borne corruptions and rebelli- 
ons of his owne heart : and ifa 
man would deuifea torment for 
ſuch as feare God and delire to 
walke in newnes of life, he can 
not 


——— cr 
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| not deuiſe a greater then this. _ co 
| For this caule bleſled is theday = 

of death which brings with it a 
| freedom from all ſine whatfo- 
| euer. For __ wedie, the cor. 
* ruptionof nature is quite abo- * 
; liſhed ,and Gon RiGcatin is ac- 
compliſhed. Laſtly, xtisa great 
| miſcrie that the people of God 
 * areconſtrained in this world to 
| | liueandconuerſe inthecompa- 
nic ofthe wicked; as ſheepe are 
mingled with goats whichftrike 
them , annoy their paſture, and 
muddie ther water. Herenpon 
Damid cried out , Woe ts me that 
1 remaine tn /Meſpech,and dwell in Df. 120, 
the tents of Kedar. When Elias S+ _ 
| fawthat Ahab and Icfaubel had /-Kmg- 
planted idolatric in Hracl, and 79-4+ 
thatthey ſought his life alſo, he # 
went apart into the wilderneſle 
and delired to dic, Butthis miſe- 
ne alſo is ended in the day of 

death, 


ct” 
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death,in as much as death is as it 


= were the hand of God to fort 
and fingle out thoſe that bethe 


feruants of God from all vn- 
godly mea in this moſt wretch- 
ed world. 

Furthermore this exceeding 
benefite comes by death , that it 
doth not onelyaboliſhthe miſe- 
ries which preſently are vp6 vs, ' 
but alſo preuent thoſe which are 
to come. The righteous (faith the 
Prophet Eſay) periſoeth, and no 
man confidererh it in his heart,and 
mercifull men are taken away, and 
no man vnaerſtandeth that the 
righteous us taken away for the e- 
wall ro come. Exampl: of this we 
hauein Ioſias. Becanſe(faith the 


2. king. Lord) thine heart did melt , and 
23, 20. thou haſt humbled 7 ſelfe before 


the Lord , when thou heardeft 
what Iſpake againſt this place,C c. 
behols therefore Iwillgather thee 
; to 
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to thy fathers, and tho ſhalt be 
put in thy grane in peace,and thing 
eyes hall not ſee all the emill which 
{ will bring wpon thus place. \ And 
Paul faith, that among the Co- , Hoe: 
rinthians ſome ay —_ 
is, deade, that they might not be 
condemned ruth theworld, | 
- Thus: much of freedome 
{ from miſerie, which is the farſt 
benefit that comes by death,and 
the fir{t ſteppe to life : now fol- 
lowes the ſccond, which is, that 
death gjues an entrance to the 
ſoule , that it may come into the 
preſenceof the euexluing God, 
| of Chriſt, and of all the An- 
| gels and Saivts in heauen. The 
—_— er: Hagen 
wakes. the death of: the 13 
nn peg = 4 
ther a;bleſling tq be wiſhed gf 
all men. The confideration of 
/ this made Paul to fay, / deſire fo Philet. &): 
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be diſſolned: but what is the caufe 
of this defire? that follows in the 
next wordes, namely that by his 
diffolution. he might come 10 be 
with Chriſt. When the Queene 
of Sheba ſaw all Salomons wif- ; 
dome;and the houſe that he had j 
built, and the meat of his table, | 
and the fitting ofhis ſeruahts, & 
eorder of his miniſters; and 
their apparel ,&c. ſhe ſaid, Hap- 
pie ave thy men , happie are theſe 
thy ſernants which ſtand ener be- 

- fire thee and heave thy wildome : 
much more then may wee fay, 
_ they areten thouſand folde 
Hoppie "which ſtand not in the 
relence of an carthly king, but 
before the King of ines, the- 


*Lord of heaven atd earth; : ; 2d 


*at his: righithind i inioy pleaſures 


"for 'eucrmore. Mo es hath bin 
reniowned in all ages for this, 


{o 
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fomuchfauour as toſce hishin- 
der parts at his requeſt; © then, 
what happines is this to fee the 
glorie and maieſtic of God face 
toface; and to haue cternall fel- 
| lowſhip with God our father, 
| Chriſt our Redeemer , and the 
| holy Ghofl'ourcomforter , and 
to hue with'the bleſſed Saints & 
Angels in heauenfor euer. 
Thus now the third point is 
manifeſt,namly in whatreſpe&s 
death is more excellent the life. 
Tt may be here the mind of man 
ynſatisfied will yet further reply 
and fay,that howſocuerin death 
the foules of men enter into he- 
auen , yet their bodies, though 
they haue bit tenderly keptfor 


meat,drinke, and apparel; and 


haue ſlept many a night in beds 
of down, muſt he in darke and 
Joathſome granes , and there be 
waſted & coſumed by wormes. 


a 
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Aaſ. All thisis trye-indeedegbat 
all.js nothipg; if lo be it wey wl 
bi coſider aright of our; graties 
as we ought. We mult not judge 
of our: graues ,as they appeae 
to the badily cie, but wee mult _ 
looke vpon them by the vie of - 
faith, and conſider them as they + 
arealtc cdand changed by the / 
dcath & buriall of Chriſt, who | 
hauing vanquiſhed death vpon 
the crolle , purſued him after- 
ward to kis owne den, and foi- 
ded there,and depritied him 
0 f his Pow el :and by this mcans 
Chriſt 1n his owne death hath 
buricd our death , and; by the 
vertue of his buriall , as with 
Gacete mcenſe, hath: {weetencd 
and perfumed! \aur-graues , and | 
m#nadethemiof ſtinking &loath- 
fome tablnes.to becoe prince- 
ly pallaces, and beddes of moſt 
{tweets and happie reſt, farre 
: more 
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more excellent then beddes of 


downe. 
And though the bodice rot m 

the graue, wh 

or ot fiſhes in the ſca,or burnt to 


alhes,yet that will not bee vnto = 
© vsamatter of difcomfort,if wee 


doe. well conſider the. ground 
ofall grace, namely our con- 
junio with Chriſt. It is indeed 


a ſpirituall and yet a moſt reall-. 


contun&ion. And we mult not 
magine that our ſoules alone 
are ioyned to the bodie or ſoule 


of Chriſt, but the whole perſotr 
of man both in bodie and ſoule 


1s ioined and vnited to whole 


Chriſt. And when wee arc once” 
eyed to Chriſt: in this wortall' 
ife 


by the bond ofthe ſpirit, wo 


{hall remaine and continueeter»- 


nally ioyned with him : and this- 
vnis once truty:made (hal neuer- 
be diſſalued. Hence it followes, . 
- No 8: thatt 


e caten of worms | 


J 
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that although the bodie bee ſe- 

uered from the ſoulc in death, 

yet neither bodie nor ſoulc are 

ſcuered from Chriſt, but the ve- 

ry bodice rotting in the grauc, 
r 


owned in the ſea, burned to | 


; alhes,abides {bll vnited to him, 


and is as truely a member of | 
Chriſt the as before. This point | 
we mult remember as the foun- 
dation of all our comfort , and 
holdit for euer as a trueth. For 
looke what was. the condition 
of Chriſt in death, the ſame or 
thelikeis the condition of all his 
members. Nowe the condition 
of Chriſt was this, though his 
bodie and foule were ſeucred 
each from other ay farre as hea- 
uen and the graue; yet neither of 
them were ſeuered from the 
godhead ofthe ſonne, but both 
did in death ſubſiſt inhis perſs. 
And therefore thoagh our oy 
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diesand ſoules bee pulled afun- 
der by naturall or violent death, 
et neither of them no not the 
bodic it ſelfe ſhall be ſeuered & 
diſtoyned from Chriſt. It wil be 
allcadged,that if the bodie were 
then vnited to Chrilt, it ſhould 
live and bee quickened in the 
graue. A»/.Not ſo: when a mans 
arme orlegge is taken with the 
dead palbe,n receiues litleor no- 
heat, life, ſenſe, or motion from 
the bodice: and yet notwithitan- 
ding it remaines (Hl]l a member 
ofthe bodie , becauſe the fleſh. 
and the bone of it remaine ioy-- 
ned to the fleſhand the bone of 
the bodie:euen ſo may the body 
remaine a member of Chrilt,. 
though for ſome ſpace of time it 
receiue neither ſenſe nor moti- 
on nor life from the ſoule or 
from the ſpirit of Chriſt. 
Furthermore we mult rem&-- 
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ber that by the vertue ofthis c6- 
anion, ſhall the dead wy be 


itrotten, burned, deuoured, or 
howſocuer conlumed,atthe day 
of iudgementriſeto eternal glo- 
ry.In the winter ſeaſon trees re- 
maine without fruite or leanes, 
and beeing beaten with wind & 
weather appearcto the cic asif 
they were rotten trees;yet when 
the ſpring time comes againe, 
they bring forth as before, buds 
and bloſloms, leaues andfruite: 
thereaſon is, becauſe the bodie, 
eraines, & armes of the treeare 
all ioyned to theroot, where lies 
the ſap in the winter ſcaſon, and 
whence by mcans of this coniiu- 
Aion itis deriued to all the parts 
of the tree inthe ſpring time. E- 
uen ſo the bodies of me haue 
their winteralſo , in wlichthey 
arc turned to duſt, & {o remaine 


for the ſpace of many thouſand ' 


yeares, 
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yeares, yet in the day of iudge- 
ment by meanes of that myſtical 
coninction with Chriſt, thal di- 
vine and quickening vertue 
ſtreame thenceto all the bodies 
of the ele@ to cauſe them to liue 
azaine , and that tolifeeternall, 
But ſome will ſay , that the wic- 
ked alſoriſe again. A»/: They do 
ſo indeede, but not by the ſame 
cauſe,for they riſe by the power 
of Chriſt as he isa dge to con-= 
dene the: whereas the godly riſe 
againe by the vertue of Chriſts 
refurretion , whereof they are 
partakers by meanecs of that 
bleſſed and indifſoluble comn- 
ion which they have with 
Chriſt. And the bodies of the e- 
Ic&tthough they conſumencuer 
ſo much 1n the graue , yet are 
they ſtill in gods fauour and in 
the couenant of grace:to which, 
becauſe they haue right beeing 
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the laſt judgement . Therctore 
the rotting of the bodie is no- 
thing in reſpeR, and the death 
of the body no death. And ther- 
fore alſo death in the old & new 


43 | 
dead, they ſhall not remaine ſo 


for cucr,but ſhallriſe to glorieat v 


teſtament is made but a ſlecp,& 


the granc a bed, wherof the like 
was neuer ſcene;wherein a man 
may reſt,nothing at all troubled 
with dreames or fantaſies, and 
whence hee ſhall riſe nomore 
ſubic&to weakenes or ſicknes, 
but preſently be tranſlated to e- 
ternal glorie. By this then which 
hath beene ſaid, it appeares that 
the death of the righteous is aſe- 
cond.degree tocucrlaſting hap- 
pineſle. 

Nowe then conſidering our 
coniunion with Chriſt is the 
foundatis of all our ioy & com- 
fort in lifeanddeath, weeare -n 
tne 
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the feare of God to learne this 
one leſſon, namly,that whilewe 


haue time inthis world, wemuſt , 4 


labour to be vnited vnto Chriſt, 
that wemay be bone of his bone 
and fleſh of his fleſh. This very 
pointis as it were a flaggon of 
wine to reuiucour ſoules when 
they bee in a ſ\wowneatanyin- 
ſtant. Andthat we may beaſſu- 
red that weare certainclyioined 
to Chriſt, wee muſt ſhewe our 
ſcluesto be members ofhis my- 


ſticall bodie bythe daily fruites * cf 


of righteouſneſle andtrucrepe- 
tance. And being once certaine- 
ly aſſured m conſcience of our 
becineg in Chrilt, let death come 
when it will, & let it cruelly part 
aſunder both bodie & ſoule, yet 
ſhall they both remaine in the 
couenant,and by meanes there- 
of bee reunited and taken vp to 
lifeeternall. Whereas on the c6- 
C 4 tra- 
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trary,if men be out of the coue- 
nant and die out of Chriſt, their 
ſoules goc tohell, and their bo- 
dies rotfor a time in the graue, 
but afterward they riſe to cnd- 
leſle perdition. Wherefore I ſay 
azaineand againe, labour that 


| your conſciences by the holy 


ohoſt may teſlifie that ye are 11+ 
uing ſtones in the temple of 
god,& braunches bearing fruit 
1nthetruc vine:and then ye ſhal 
feele by expericce, that the pigs 
of death ſhall bee a further de- 
y of happineſlethen cuer ye 

ound in your lives, cuen then 
when ye are gaſping and piting 
for breath. 

Thus much of the meaning 
of the text , nowe followes the 
vſes,andrhey are manifold. The 
firſt and principal] 15 this. Inthat 


Salomon prefcrres the daie of 


death before the day of _ 
I 


\ 
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hee doth thercin giue vsto vn- 

derſtand,that there is a dire&t & 

certain-way wherby a man may 
die well; and if it Lid beene 0+ 

therwiſe, he could not haue ſaid 

that the day of death is better. 

And wheras he auoucheth this, 

he ſhewes withall that thae is 

an infallible way whereby a 1ma 

may make a bleſſed end. There- 

fore let vs nowe cometolearch 
out this wayzthe knowledgeand 
true vnderſtanding whereof 
mult not bee fetched fromthe 
writtngs of men , but from the 
word of God,who haththe po« 

wer of life and death in hisown 
hand. 

Now thata man may die wel, 
Gods word requires 2. thinges: 
a Preparation before death, and 
aright behauiour and diſpoſiti- 
enindeath. 

The preparation vnto death, 
15 
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15san ation of a repentant fin= | 


ner,whereby he makes himlſelfe 


ft and readie to die, and it isa | 


dutic very neceſlaric , to which 
weare bound by Godscommi- 


dement. For there bee ſundrie 


places of Scripture which doe 
ſtraightly inioynevsto watch & 
pray,&to make our ſeclues rea- 
dic cuery way againſt the ſecod 
comming of Chriſt to iudge- 
ment. Now the ſame places doc 
withall bind vsto make prepa- 
ration againſt death , at which 
time God comes to wudgement 
vato vs particularly . Againe, 
fooke as death leaucth a-man; ſo 
ſhall the laſt iudgement finde 
him,and'ſo-ſhall hee abide cter- 
nally:there may be changes and 
conuerfions fromeuill to good 
inthis life, but after death there 
is no change atall. Therefore a 


preparationto death can inno 
wiſc 
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þ wife be emitted of himthat de- 
fires to make an happic & blef- 
| ſedend. 

* Thispreparationis twofold: 
general,and particular. General 
preparation is that whereby a 

; man prepares himſelfe to die 
 throughthe whole courſe of his 
\ life. A duty moſt. needefull that 
j muſtin no wiſe be omitted. The 
reaſons are theſe . Firſt of all 
| death which is certaine is moſt 
; vncertaine. | ſay it is certaine,be- 
cauſe no man can cſchew death. 
And itis vncerten 3.waies: firſt, 
inregard of time: for no man 
knoweth when hee ſhal die: ſe- 
condly, inregard of place: for 
no man knowes where hee ſhall 
die, whether in his bedde or in _ 
the fielde, whether by ſea or by 
land: thirdly , in reſpe& of the 
kind of death;for no mi knows 
whether he ſhal die of alingring 
or 
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or ſudden , of a violent or natu- 


rall death. Henceit follows,that | 


men ſhould cuery day prepare 
thewſelues to Joach : {atone if 
we could know when, where, 
and how we ſhould die,the caſe 
were otherwiſe , but ſecing wes 
know none of thele, it ſtands vs 
in hand to-looke about vs. A ſe- 
cond reaſon ſeruing further 
to perfwade vs is this. The moſt 
daungerous thing of all in this 
world is, toneglc& allprepara- 
tion. To make this point more 
manifeſt , I will vſe this compa- 
riſon. A certaine man purſued 
by an Vnicorne,in his hight fals 
into a dungeon, and in his fall 
takes holde and hangs by the 
armeof a tree: now as he thus 
hangs looking downeward, hee 
ſes two wormes gnawing atthe 
root of thetree,and as he lookes 
vpward he ſees an hiue of moſt 
lycete 
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ſweet honie,wherups he climes: 
vp vnto it, and fitting by it hee 
feeds thereon. In the meane ſea- 
ſon whale he is thus fitting the 
two wormes gnaw in pieces the — 
 rootofthetree:which done,tree 

- and manand all falintothebot- 
 tomeofthe dungeon. Now this . 

' Vunicorneis death; the man that. 


| flieth 1s euery one of vs, and c- 


uery living man : the pit ouer 
which he hangeth, is hell : the - 

', armeofthetreeis life it felfe:the 

|; two wormes are day and night, 

| the continuance whereof 1s the- 

| whole life of man: the hiue of 

i honie isthepleaſures and pro- 

| fits and honours of this world, 

|- to which when me wholly giue 

|| theſelues not confidering their 

| endstill the treeroot,that is,this 

. temporalllife be cut off : which 

| beeingonce done, they plunge 

j theſelues quite into the gulfe of —--... 

hell.By 


"'s 


F 
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By this we ſec, that there is good 
cauſe that men ſhou'd not de» 
fcrre their preparation till the 
ime of ficknes, bur rather cucry 
day make themſclucs readie a- 
ainſt the day of death . But 
= will Gy, it ſhall ſufficeif I 
repare my ſclft to pray when I 
Los tobe ficke. f/w. Theſe 
men greatly deccine themfelues, 
forthe time thenis moſt vnfit to 
begin a preparation, becauſe all 
the ſenſes and powers ofthe bo+ 
dy are occupied about the pains 


 andtroubles of the diſeaſe : and 


the ficke party is exerciſed part- 
ly in conference with the Phyfi- 
tan, partly with the Miniſter a= 
bout his ſoules health and mat- 
ters of conſcience, and partly 
with friendes that come to viſit. 
Therfore there muſt ſome pre- 
paration goe before in the time 
of health, when the whole _ 
WI 
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with all the powers of bodie & 
foule are at hbertie. Again,there 
be ſome others which imagine 
and fay, that a man may repent 
when hewil,cuen in the time of 
death: and that ſuch repentance 
is ſufficient. 4»/cIt is falſe which 
they lay: For itisnotinthe pow- 
er of man to repent when hee 
himſelfe wilk when-God will he 
may. It isnotin him that willeth 
orrunneth,but in God that haths 
mercie. And Chriſt faith , that 
many ſhall ſeeke to enter into» 
heauen, and ſhall not be able. 
But why fo ? becauſe they ſecke . 
when itis too late,namely when 
the time of grace is paſt. There- 
fore it is exceeding follic for 
men ſo much as once to dreame 
that they may haue repentance 
at comand:nay it is a iuſt iudge- 
ment that they ſhould be con- 
demned of God in death, o_ 
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did contemne God in their life: 
and that they ſhould quite be 
forgotten of God infickneſle; 
that did forget God: in their 
health. Again Ianſwer,that this 
Jate repentance is ſeldom or nes 
| uertrue repentance. Itis ſicke 
like the partie himſelfe, comon- 
ly languithing and dying togi- 
- tr with him. Repentance 
ſhould be voluntarie(as all obe- 
dicnce to God ought)but repe» 
tancetaken vpinficknes, is vſu- 
ally conſtrained & extorted by 
the feare of hell, & other iudoe- 
ments of God : for croſſes;affli. 
ions, and ficknes will cauſe the 
vroſleſt hypocrite that cuer was 
to {toopeand buckle vnder the 
hand of God, and to diſſemble 
faith and repentance and euery 
race of God, as though he had 
them as fully as any of thetrue 
ſcruantsof God: wheras _ 
| 0 
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he wants thEaltogether. Where- 
fore ſuch repentance common- 
ly is but counterfait. Forin true 
& ſound repentance men muſt 
forſake their ſinnes ; but in this, 
the linne forſakesthe man; who 
' leaues all his euill waies onely 
| ypon this that he is conſtrained 
| toleauethe world . Wherefore 
{ itis athing greatly to be wiſhe 
* ed, that men would repent and 
| prepare themſelues todie inthe 
| time of health before the day of 

death or ficknes come. Laſtly it 
' is alleadged 4hat one of the 
\ theeues xepented vpon the 
; crolle. £1/.T he thiefe was cal- 
| led after theeleuenth houre at 

the point of the twelfth, when 

he was now dying and drawing 

on. Therefore his conuerſion 

was altogether miraculous and 

extraordinanie :'and there was a 


| Ipeciallreaſo why Chriſt would 


\ have 
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haue him to be called then, that 
while hee wasin ſuffering hee 
enight ſhew forth the vertue of 
his paſſion; that all which ſawe 
the one, might alſo acknowe- 
ledge the other . Now it isnot 
$ood for men to make an ordi- 
narie rule of an extraordinarie 
example. 

Thus then this point becing 
manifeſt that a generall prepa- 
ration mult be made,let vs now 
ſeein what manner it muſt be 
done. And forthe right doing 
of it, frue duties muſt be pra&ti- 
ſed in the courſe of our liues. 
The firſt is the meditation of 
death in thelife time. For the life 
of a Chriſtian is nothing els but 
a meditation of death. A notable 
practiſe hereof we have inthe 
example of Ioſeph of Arima- 
thea,who made his tombe in his 


-# life time in the middelt of his 
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garden: no doubt for this ende, 
to put himſelf in mind of death, 
and that in the midlt of his de- 
hght and pleaſures. Heathen . 
Philoſophers that neuer knew 
Chriſt, had many excellent me- 
ditations of death , though not 
comfortable in regard of life e- 
uerlaſting. Now we that haue 
knowne and belecued in Chriſt, 
muſt goe beyond them in this 
point , conlidering with our 
ſcluesſuch things as they neuer 
thought of, namely,the cauſe of 
death , our ſinne : the remedie 
thereof, the curſed death of 
Chriſt, curſed Ifayio regard of 
the kinde of death and puniſh- 
ment laid vpon him, but bleſſed 


 inregardof vs. Thirdly wemulſt 


often meditate of the preſence 
of death, which we doe, when 


| by Gods grace we make an a6 


| count of cuery preſent day as if 
| tt 
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it werethe day of our death,and 


.recken with our (clues when we 


goe to bed as though we ſhould 
neuer riſe againe , and when we 
riſe, as though we ſhould neuer 
le downe againe. 

This meditation of death is 
of ſpecial! vſe, and brings forth 
many fruits in the life of man, 


And firſtof all,it ſeruesto hum- | 


ble vs vnder:the hand of God. 
Example we haue of Abraham, 
who ſaid, Behold, [ hane begunne 
now 10 ſheake to my Lord,and lam 
but duſt and aſhes. Marke here, 
how the confideration of his 
mortalitie made him to abaſe & 
caſt downe himſelfc in the ſight * 
of God: and thus if we could 
recken of euery day as of the 


laſt day,it would pulldown our 
peacocks feathers, and make vs 


with lob to abhorre our ſelues 


J :ndly 


3n duſt and alhes. 


Secondly this meditation isa 
meanes to further repentance, 
- When Ionas-came to Niniue & 
cried, Tet fourtie daies and Nintne 
ſoall be deſtroyed, the whole citie 
repented in ſackcloath and aſh- 
es. When Elias. came to Ahab 
and tolde him that the dogges 
ſhould cate Teſabel by the wall 
| of Teſrcel, & him alſo of Ahabs 
ſtocke that died in the citie, &c. 
it made him to humble himſeife 
ſo,as the Lordſaithto Elias,Sec- 
eſt thou how Ahab is humbled be- 
fore me. Now if the remembrice 
of death was of ſuch force in 
him that was but an hypocrite, 
how excellent a meanes of grace 
willit be. in them that ME. re- 
pent. 

Thirdly,this meditati6 ſeemes 
to ſtirre vp contentation in e- 
uery eſtate and condition of life 


that ſhall befall vs, Righteous 
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Iobin the middeſt of his afflii- 
ons, comforts himſelfc with this 
conſideration. Naked (faith he) 
came [forth of my mothers womb, 
and naked ſhall [ retwrne againe, 
&c. bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. And ſurely the often me- 
ditation of this, that a man of all 
his aboundance can carrie no- 
thing with him but either a cof- 
fin or a winding ſheete or both, 
ſhould be a forcible meanes to- 
repreſe the vnſatiable defire of 
riches & the loue of this world. 

Thus we ſce what an effetu- 
all meanes this meditation 1s to 
encreaſe and further the grace 
of God in the hearts of men. 
Now I commend this firlt dutie 
to your Chriſtian confiderati- 
ons,defiring the praQtiſe of itin 
your lues: which praCtiſe thatit 
may take place,two things mult 


be performed. Flt , labour to- 


—_ pn nn gw TE mnt. 
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p_ out of your hearts a wic= 


edandcrroncous imagination,, 


whereby _ man naturally 


bleſſeth him-felfe and thinkes 
highly of himſelfe : and though 
he had one foote in the zraue, 
et he perſwades himſelfe that 
e hall notdie yet. Thereisno 
man almoſt ſo- olde butby the 
corruptis of his heart he thinks 
that he ſhall live one yeere lon- 
zer.Cruell & vnmercifull death 
makes league with no man: and 
yet the Prophet Efai faith , that. 
the wicked man makes a league 
with death. How can this be 
there is no league made indeed, 
but onely in the wicked imagi- 
on of man-, who falſly thmkes. 
that death will not come rieere 
him, though'all the world ſhold 
bedeftroyed.See anexamplein 
the parable of the rich man, that 
hauing ſtored vp abundance of 
257 wealth. 
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wealth for many yeares,faid yn« 
Lib. 11 to his own foule,Sowlr, thou baſt 

17. much good: laid up formany eres, 

line at eaſe, eate , drinke,and take 

thy paſtime: wheras his foule was 

/ fetched away preſently. And ſe- 

ing this natural corruption is in 

eucry mans heart,we mult daily 

fight againſt it, and labour by al 

might and maine that it takeno 

place in vs:forſo long as it ſhall | 
preuaile,we ſhall be viterly vn- | 
fitto make any preparation to | 

death. Wee ought rather to in- 

deauour toattaine to the minde 

and meditation- of S. Hierome, 
who Wn o himſelf on this. 

.z manner, Whether [wake or ſleep, 

| Incpiſt or whatſoexer I doe, me Heery 
b- -4 heare the ſound of the tripet, Riſe | 

| ee dead and come to indgement., 

\ The ſecond thing which we 

are to praftiſe that wee may 
cometo a ſerious meditation of 
OUT! 
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our ewne ends,is, to make prai- 

er vnto God that we _ bee 

rar to moni - _— = 

death continually. Thus Dauid p/: ;,; 
praied, Lord a mee to knowe wy 
mine ende , and the meaſure of my 
dates , let mee hnowe howe long [ 


3» we II = —m_ %FV 


|| have to hue. And Moſes , Lord 9% 
1 | teach me to number mydaies, that _ 
\ | 1may apply mine heart wnto wiſ= 

| | dome.It may be ſaid, Whatneed 

. } menpray to God that they may 

) | beeableto number their daies? 

. | cannotthey ofthemſclues rec- 

- | ken a fewe yeares. and daies, 

. | thatareableby arte to meaſure 

; | the globe of the earth, andthe 

| ſpheres ofheauen,and thequan- 

/ || tities of the ſtarres , with thier 

- {| longitudes, latitudes, altitudes, 


{ motions,and diſtances;from the 

» & carth? Noverely: Forhoweſoc= 
TK by a generall ſpeculation 

F | Wee thinke ſomething of our 
- D s« endes, 
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endes , yet vnleſſe the ſpirit of 
God bee our ſchoole- maſter to 
teach vs our dutie, wee ſhall ne- 
ucr bee able ſoundly to reſolue 
our ſclues of the preſence and 
ſpcedineſle of death. And there- 
Go let vs pray with Dauid and 
Moſes that God would inlich- 
tenour minds with knowledge, 
and fil our hearts with his grace, 
that wee might rightly conſider 
of death , and eſteeme of euery 


z 


day and houreas it were the day | 


and houre of death. 


Theſecond dutie in this ge- ; 


nerall preparation is, that euery 
man muſt daiely indeauour to 


take away from his owne death | 


the power and ſtrength thereof. |: 
And I pray you marke this | 
point. The Philiſtims ſawe by 
expericncethat Sampſon was of 


great ſtrength , & therfore they 
ved meanes to knowe in what 
_ part 


efdying well, 63 


part of his body itlay: -and when 
they found it to bee in the haire 
of his head,they ceafed not vntil 
it was cut off. In hke maner the 
time will come when wee muſt 
encounter hand to hadwith'ty- 
ranous and cruel death:the beſt 
therefore is, before hand nowe 
while wee haue time to ſearch 
where theſtrength of death lies, 
which beeing on ceknowne'iwe 
muſt-withfpeed cut off His. Sip- 
ſons lockes , andbereauehim of 
his power,diſarme him,8& make 
him altogither "enable to | 
uaile againſt ys Now to fin 
this mattet; ve iieede not'to vic 
the counſell of any / Delilah; for 
wee haue the ka: try of God 
whichtcachethvs plainly where 
the. ſtrength of death conifiſts, 
ney Foul fins; as Paul ſaith, 
The FA Leah # ſrane. Well 
then,we Kool ne & certenly _ 
2 c 
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the power and force of cuery 
mans particular death lies in his 
owne finnes , muſt ſpend our 
time and ſtudie in viing good 
meanes that our ſinnes may bee 
remooued and pardoned. And 
therefore wee muſt daily inure 
our {clues in the praftiſe of two 
duties. One is to humble our 
ſclues for all our fins paſt, partly 
cofeſſing the againſt our ſclues, 
parily in:prater crying to heau 
for the pardon of them . The 0- 
ther is for time to-come to turn 
vnto God, and to carriea pur- 
poſe,reſohution,& indeauour in 
all thingsto reforme both heart 
& lifeaccording.to Gods word. 
Theſe are the veryprincipall & 
properdutics,wher hood yer 
c , 


erof death ismuch rebated, and | 


heis made of a mightic & bloo- 
dy cnemie ſo far foorth friend! 


T 5 


*"* *comfort | 
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comfort incounter with him & 
preuaile two. Therefore I com- 
mend theſe dutiesto your Chrt- 
ſtian conſiderations,and carefull 
praQtiſe,defiring that yee would 
ſpend your daies enter hereafter 
in doing of them-Ifa man were 
to deale with a mightie dra 
or ſerpent handto hand,in ſuch 
wiſe as he muſt either kill or be 
killed,the beft thing wereto be- 
reaue him of his ſting or of that 
part of his bodie where his poi- 
- lies: _ _— ſclfe is a 
erpent, dtagon,or ſcorpion, & 
Gon Is the Ning wary, oiſon 
whereby he wounds and kils vs. 
Wherefore without: any more 
dclay, ſeethat yee pull. ant his 
ſting:the pradtife oftheforeſaid 
duties isas it were a fit andwor- 
thy inſtrument to doe the deed. 
Haſt thou bene a perſon igno- 
rant of Gods will , a contemner 
D 3 of 
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of his word and worſhip, a 'blaſ+ 
phemer ofhis nawe., a breakers 
of his ſabboths , diſobedient to 
parents and magiſtrates, a mur- 
derer, a fornicatour , arailer,a 
fladerer,a conctous perſon, &c. 
reforme theſe thy ſinnes and all 
other hke to them, pull the out 
by the rootes from thy heart , & 
eaſt them off. So many ſmnes as 
bein thee, ſo many ſtinges of 
death be alſo in thee to wound 
thy foule tocternal death. Ther; 
fore let no one fin remaine for 
—_ _ haſt oo —_— 
and repented ſeriouſly. | 
When de ercny — 
takes the weapons whereby hee 
is hurt, from his owne hand . Te 
cannotdee vs theleaſt hvrt bur | 
by the force of our own ſinnes. 
Wherefore I ſay againe , and a- 
oaine, lay this point: to your 
hearts,and f pend your —_ 
| C, 
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life,and health, thatye | 
fore ye die, aboliſh bel 
ofdcath. A man may puta ſer- 
_ in his boſome when the 
ſtingis out: & we way let death 
creepe into our boſomes , and 
gripe vs with his legs, and ſtab 
vs at the heart, fo long as hee 
brings not his venitne and poi- 
ſon with him. 

And becaufe the former du- 
ties are ſo neceſlarice,as none can 
be more, T will vſe ſome reaſons 
yet further to inforce the. What- 
ſocuer aman would doe when 
heis dying, the ſame hee ought 
to doe euery day while he is li- 
uing:nowe the moſt notorious 
and wicked perſon that euer 
was,when he is dying will pray 
and delire others to pray for 
him, & promiſe amendment of 
life, proteſting that ifhee might 
liuc,he would become a practi- 
D 4 tio- 
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tionerinall the good duties of 
faith, repentance,and reformati- 
on of life. Oh therefore be care- 
ful to do this cuery daie. Again, 
the ſaying is true,he that would 


| 


liuewhen hee isdead, muſt die |: 
while hcceis aliuc , namely to his þ 
finnes. Wouldeſt thou then live | 


eternally? ſue to heauen forthy 


ardon,and ſee that now inthy | 


ife time thoudie to thine owne 
ſinnes . Laſtly wicked Balaam 
would faine FA the death of the 
righteous:but alas,it wasto ſinal 
purpoſe: for hee would by no 
meanes liue the life of the righ- 
teous. For his continual! pur- 
eps was to followe 

is olde waies in ſorceries and 
couctouſneſſe.Now the life of a 
righteous man ſtandes in the 
humbling of himſelfe for his 
finnes paſt,andin a carefull re- 


formaus of lifeto come. Woul- 
deſt 
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de{t thou the die the deth of the 
righteous, then looke vnto it, 
that thy life bee the life of the 
righteousifyec will necdesliue 
the life of the vnrighteous, yee 


* mult looke to die the death of 


| thevnrighteous. Remeber this, 
and content not your ſelues to 
hcare the word, but be doers of 
it:for ye learne no more indeed, 
What meaſure of knoweledgeſo 
' euerychaue, then ye praGtiſe.u 
TFhethird dutie in our gene- 
rall preparation, isin this life to 
enter into the firſt degree of life 
etcrnall.For as I haue faid, there 
be three degrees of life cuerla- 
ſting,and the firſt of them isin 
this preſent life . For hee that 
would liue in eternall happi 
| for ever, muſt beginne in this 
worlde to riſe out of the graue 
of his owne finnes,in which. 
naturchelies buried,and hue in 
: NCEW=* 
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Col.t. 
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neweneſle of life, as it is ſaid in 
the Reuelation, He that will e/- 
cape the ſecond death , muſt bee 
made partaker of the firſt reſurre- 
Aion. And Paul faith tothe Co- | 
loſſians, that they were in this | 
life deliuered from the power 
of darkeneſſe,and tranſlated into 
the kirgdve of Chriſt. And Chriſt 
faith to the church ofthe Iewes, 
the kingdome of heauen is among ſt 
30#.Now this firſt degree oflife 
1s,whe a man can ſay with Paul, | 
1 line not , but { hrift lines in mc: 
that is, I finde partly by thete- 
ſtimonie of my ſanQtified con- 
frience, and partly by experi- 
ence , that Chriſt my redecmer 
by his ſpirit guideth and gouer- 
neth my thonghts,will , affeQi- 
ons,and all the powers of bod 
and foule, according to the blel- 
ſed diretion of his holy will. 
Nowe that wee maay bee able 
truely 


ofdying wel, _ - 
truely to ſay this, wee muſt haue 
three gifts and graces of God, 
wherein eſpecially this firſt de- 
gree of life conſiſts. The fuſt is 
ſaning knowledge, wherby we do 
truely refolue our ſclues thar 
God the father of Chriſt is our 
father,Chriſt his ſonne- our re- 
deemer,and the holy Ghoſt our 
coforter. That this knowledge 
is one part of life cternall,it ap- 
peares by the ſaying of Chriſt 
in Tohn, This & bife eternall , that Toh.17. 
is, the beginning and entrance 
to life eternall, to knowe thee the 
onely God and whome thog. haſt 
ſent Teſws Chriſt . The ſecond 
grace , is peace of conſcience 
which paſlcth all vnderſtiding: 
and therefore Paul ſaith , that 
the kingdome of heauen is 


Phil.2. 


' Tughteouſneſſe,peace of conſcience, 


and joy in the holy Ghoſt. The Rot. 
horrour of s guiltic conſcience 
35 


Roms. 
14, 
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x the beginning of death & de- 
ftrution : therefore peace of 
conſcience deriued fr6 thedeath 
of Chriſt , is life and happines. 
The third isthe 4-7 of the 
ſpirit , whereby the heart and 
lifeof man's ordered according 
tothe word of God. For Paul 
faith, that they that are the chil- 
dren of God ave led by the ſpirit 
of Chriff. Now ſecing this. is (0, 
that if we wauld luc eternally, 
wemuſlt begin to line that bleſe 
ſed andeternall life, before wee 
die; herewe mult be carefull to 

reforme two common etrours. 

The firſt is, that a man enters in- 

to cternall life when he dies and 

not before; which is a flatte vn- 

truth. Our Sauiour Chriſt faide 

to Zacheus , 7 his dey is ſalvation 

come to thy houſe:giuing vs to vie 

derſtand,that a man then begins 

to be faued, when God doth eb- 


fectually | 


ofdying well. T3 
ſeually call him by the wini- 
ſteric of his Goſpel. Whoſoeuer 
then will be ſaued when he is 
dying and dead , mult begin to 
be ſaued while he is now ling; 
His aluation muſt beginne in. 
this life, that would come to (al- 
uation after this hfe: Verily,vert- 


h, ith Chriſt , he chat heaveth Toh. x. 


word, and. beleeneth in him 24. 
- ſent me, hath eternall bfe, 
namely in this preſentlife. The 
ſecond errour 15, that how fac- 
vera man live, if when he is dy» ' 
ing hecan lift vp his eyes, &clay, 
Lord hane mercie vpon me , heis 
certenly ſaued. Behold a very 
fond & fooliſh conceit, that de- 
ceives many a man. It is all one 
as ifan arrand theef ſhould thus 
reaſon with himſelfe, and ſay, I 
will pend my daies in robbing 
and ſtealing , I feare neither ar- 
rapnment , nor execution. For 
al 
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at the very time when I amto be 
turned off from the ladder, if I 
doe but call vpon the mdge I 
know I ſhall taue my parden. 
Behold a moſt dangerous and 
deſperate courſe : and the ww 
fame is the pradtiſe of careleſle 
men in the matter oftheir falua- 
tion. For a man may die with 
O_ mercie in his mouth, 6 
iſh eternallly ; except in this 
ry he enter To the firſ de- 


Math, gree of eternall life. For not ee- 
7-21, Ty onethat ſaith Lord, Lord, ſpall 


enter into heanen, but he that doth 
the wall of the father which # in 
heancn. 

* The fourth dutie, is to exer- 
ciſe and inure our (clues in dy- 
mg by little and little ſo long as 
we liuc here vpon earth, before 
we come to die indeede. And as 
men that are appointed te run a 


race, exerciſe themſclues before 
-4 in 
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in running,that they may getthe 


- vitorie; ſo ſhould we begin to 


die now while weareliuing,that 
we might die well in theende. 
But ſome may ſay, how ſhould 
this be Jone?Paul gincs vs dire- 
iorin his owne example whe 
he ſaith, by the reiogcing which / 
hane in Chrift [ die daily. And he 
died daily not onely becauſe he 
was often in danger of death by 
reaſon of his calling;but alſo be- 
cauſe in all his dangers and tro- 
bles, he inured himſelfe to die. 
For when men doe make the 
right vſe of their afflitiss, whe- 
ther they be in bodice or minde 
or both, and doe with all their 
might indeauour to beare them 
patiently; humbling themſclnes 
as ynder the correttion of God, 
then they begin to die wel. And 
to doe this indeede 1s to take an 
excellent courſe. He that would 

NOT» 
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153 Hs 


—_ ND I  C——_c_——_—_ 


ee. an... 


Roms. 
14. 


4 The right way 

> the beginning of death & de- 
ftruion : therefore peace of 
conſcience deriued fr6 thedeath 
of Chriſt , is life and happines. 
The third isthe regiment of the 
ſpirit, whereby the heart and 
lifeof man's ordered according 
tothe word of God. For Paul 
faith , that they that are the chil- 
dren of God ave led by the ſpirit 
of Chriſt. Now ſecing this- 1s lo, 
thatif we would luc eternally, 
wermult begin to line that blef+ 
ſed andeternall life, before wee 
dic; herewe mult becarefull to 
reforme two common errours. 
The firſt is;that a man enters in- 
to cternall life when he dies and 
not before; which is a flatte vn- 
truth. Our Sauiour Chriſt aide 
to Zacheus, Thi day « ſalration 
come to thy houſe:giuing vs to vn- 
derſtand,that a Ln then begins 
to be ſaued, when God doth ef- 
feftually 


— 


feftually call him by the wini- 
ſteric ot his Goſpel. Whoſoeuer 
then will be ſaued when he is 
dying and dead , mult begin to 
be faued while he is now ling; 
His faluation muſt beginne in 
this life, that would come to ſal- 
uation after this fe: Verily,vert- 


hy, faith Chriſt , he that heareth Toh. x. 
word, and. beleeneth in hints 24. 


the 


t ſent me, hath eternall bfe, 
namely in this preſentlife. The 
ſecond errour 1s, thathow fac- 
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1 


vera man liue, if when he is dye ' 


ing hecan lift vp his eyes, &ſay, 


Lord hane mercie vpon me ,heis © 


certenly ſaued. Behold a very 


fond. & fooliſh conceit, that de- 


ceiues many a man. It is all one 
as ifan arrand theef ſhould thus 


reaſon with himſelfe , ang fay, 1 * 


will ſpend my daies in robbing 


and ſtealing , I fearencither ar- - 


raiznment , nor execution. For 
al 
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at the very time when I amto be 
turned off from the ladder, if I 
doe but call vpon the mdge I 
know I ſhall kaue my parden. 
Behold a moſt dangerous and 
deſperate courſe : and the ve 
fame is the praQtiſc of cardeſſs 
men in the matter of their falua- 
tion. For a man may die with 
Lo mercie in his mouth, & 
iſh eternallly ; exceptin this 
rs he enter ok the firſt de- 


Math, gree of eternall life. For not exe- 


$2 fo 


ry one that ſaith Loyd, Lord, ſhall 
enter into heanen, but he that doth 
the will of the father which # in 
heancy. 

* The fourth dutie, is to exer- 
ciſe and inure our ſclues in dy- 
mg by little and little-ſo long as 
we live here vpon earth, before 
we come to dieindeede. And as 
men that are appointed te run a 


race, exerciſe themſclues before 
5 in 
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ws tr 
in running,that they may getthe 
vitorie; ſo ſhould we begin to 


die now while weareliuing,that 
we might die well in theende. 
But ſome may fay, how ſhould 
this be done? Paut gines vs dire- 
Qiowin his owne example whe 
he ſaith , by the reioycing which / 
hane in Chrift [ die daily. And he 
died daily not onely becauſe he 
was often in danger of death by 
reaſon of his calling;but alſo be- 
cauſe in all his dangers and tro- 
bles, he nured himſelfeto die. 
For when men doe make the 
right vſe of their affliti6s, whe- 
ther they be in bodice or minde 
or both, and doe with all their 
might indeauour to beare them 
patiently; humbling themſclnes 
as ynder the correction of God, 
then they begin to die wel. And 
to doe this indeede 1s to take an 
excellent courſe. He that would 
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mortifie his greateſt ſinnes,mult 
begin to doe it with ſmal ſinnes; 
which , when they are oncere- 
formed, a man ſhalbe able more 
ealtly to oucrcome his maſter- 
finnes. Solikewiſe hethat would 
be able to beare the croſle of all 
croſſes, namely death it ſelfe, 
mutt fxrſt of all learne to beare 
ſmal croſfes, as ſickneſfes in bo- 
dic, and troublesin minde, with: 
loſſes of goods and of friendes, 


and of good name:which I may 
fitly tearme little deaths, and the 
beginnings of death it ſelfe: and 
we muſt firſt of aff acquaint our 


- i ſelues with theſe litle deaths, be- 


fore we can be able to beare the 
preat death ofall. Againe,the af- 

itions and calamities of this 
life are as it were the harbingers 
and puruiers of death: and we 
are firſt to learne how to enter- 
taine theſe meſſengers , that 

when 


———_— 
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of dying wel. & 
when death the lord him-ſelfe 
ſhall come,wemay in better ma- 
ner entertaine him. This point 
Bilney the martyr well confide- 
red, who oftentimes before he 
was burned , put his finger into 
the flame of the candle,not one» 
ly to make triall of hisabilitie in 
ſuffering , but alſo toarwe and 
ſtrengthen him-ſelfe againſt 
greater torments in Jeath Thus 
ye ſce the fourth dutic, which 
ye mult in any wiſe learne and 
remember, becauſe we can not 
be able to beare the pangs of 
death well , vnleſle we be firſt 
well ſchooled and nurtered by 
fundrie trialls in this life. 
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mortifie his greateſt ſinnes,mult 
begin todoe it with ſmal ſinnes; 
which , when they are oncere- 
formed, a man ſhalbe able more 
eaſtly to oucrcome his maſter- 
finnes. Solikewiſe hethat would 
be able to beare the croſle of all 
croſſes, namely death it ſelfe, 
mult firſt of all learne to beare 
ſmal croſſes, as ſickneſfes in bo- 
dic, and troublesin minde, with 
loſſes of goods and of friendes, 
and of good name: which I may 
ftly tearme little deaths, and the 
beginnings of death it ſelfe: and 
we muſt fir{t of all acquaint our 
ſelues with theſe litle deaths, be- 
fore we can be able to beare the 
_ death of all. Againe,the af- 
iRions and calamities of this 
life are as it were the harbingers 
and puruiers of death : and we 
are firſt to learne how to enter- 
taine theſe meſſengers , that 
| when 
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when death the lord him-ſelfe 
ſhall come,we may in better ma- 
ner entertaine him. This point 
Bilney the martyr well confide- 
red, who oftentimes before he 
was burned , put his finger into 
the flame of the candle,not ones 
ly to make triall of hisabilitic in 
ſuffering, but alſo to arwe and 
ſtrengthen him-ſelfe againſt 
greater torments in death Thus 
ye ſce the fourth dutie, which 
ye mult in any wiſe learne and 
remember, becauſe we can not 
be able to beare the pangs of 
death well , vnleſle we be firſt 
well ſchooled and nurtercd by 
ſundrie trialls in this life. 

The fifth and laſt dutic is ſet 


dommnty Salomon, eAM chat Eccl.y. 
| ſhall finds to doe, doe it 10. 


wn power. And mark 

with all t . An e 
the ind. For there «© neuher 
worke , nor inyention , nor knows 


ledge, 
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ledge , nor wiſdome in the rraue 

whither thou goeft. To the ſame 
rpoſe Paul faith, Doe good ro 


Gal 6. «Umen while ye hane time. Ther- 
zo, foreifanymanbeableto doca- 


ny good ſeruicecither to Gods 
c_ , or to the Common- 
wealth, or to a mate man, 
lct him docit vii all ſpecde & 
with all his might, leaft death it 
ſelfe preuent him. He that hath 
care thusto ſpend hisdaies, ſhall 
with much comfort and peace 
of conſcience endehis life. 
Thus much of generall pre- 
paration. Nowe followeth the 
particular, which is inthe time 


_. - of ſicknes. And here firſt of all 
__-- I will ſhew whatis the doftrine 


of the Papiſts, andthen after- 
ward the truth. By the popiſh 
orderand praQtiſe , when aman 
1s about to die, he is enioyned 


three things. Firſt to makeſacra- | 


mentall 
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wentall confeſſion, ſpecially if it 
bein any mortall finne; ſecond? 
ly co receiue the Euchariſt;third 
ly to require his annoyling, that 
15, the ſacrament (as they call it) 
of extreame vnthon. . - 
Saeramentall confeſſion, they 
tearme archearſall orenumera- 
tion of all: mans. finnes: to a 
__ that he way recciue abſo- 
ution. But againſt this kinde of 
confeffion , fundric reaſons may 
be alleadged. Firſt of all, t hath 
no warrant either by comman- 
' dement or example in'the whol 
word of God. Theyfay yes: and 
they endeauour to prooue it 
thus. He which hes in any mor- 
tall fnnezis:by Gods law bound 
to doc penanceand to ſceke re- 
conaliationawith God: now the 
neceſſarie means after baptiſme 
to obtain reconciliation, 1s con- 
feſſion of all our fins to-a prieſt 
| : Becaule 
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Becauſe Chriſt hath appointed 
Prieſts to be iudges vpon earth, 
with fuch meaſureof authoritie, 
that no man falling after bap- 
tiſme can without their ſentence 


and determination be reconci- | 


kd; and can not rightly 
mdge, vnleſle they know all a 
mans4innes : therefore all that 
fall after baptiſme are bound by 
Gods word to open all their 
ſinnes to the prieſt. Ayſ.tisfalle 
_— _ y that Prieſts are 
judges; having. x  toexa- 
n—__ and _ ts of 
_ _ , and — 
whereb can pro 

ſolue ne penhonins waht 
For Gods word hath gjuen no 
moreto man , but a nuneferie of 
reconciliation , whereby in the 
nameof God, and accordingto 
his word , he doth preach , de- 
clare,and pronounce, that _ 

| of 
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doth pardon or not pardon his 
lines. Againe, pardon may tru- 
ly be pronouced,&cri gp nncge- 
ment of the cltate 0 man, 
without a particular rehearſall 


4. of all his finnes. For he which 


or ſome fewe finnes 
all. Socom, , disconeſon is 


4 


ſoundly & truly repents of one 
ts of 


ouerturned b praQtiſe of 
the Prophets "4m Apolttes, who 
not onely abſolued particular 
perſons, bat alſo arY.c Chur- 
ou without exation of an au- 
ricular confeſſion. When Na- 
than the Prophet had rebuked 
Dauid for his two great, & hor- 
'rible crimes, Dauid touched 
with remorsfaid,! have famed, & © 
Nathapreſent] dy without further 
examination. he dared vnto him 
in the name of God that his fins 
were forgitien him: Thirdly, it - 


can not 'be prooued by any 
good 


2.Sam; 
T2. 2s 


Pg 


ſome 
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eoodand (ufficientproofes,that 
this confeſſion was vſed in the 
Church of God till after fiue or 
ſixc hundred yeares were expi- 
red.” For the confeſſion which 
was then in vſe, was either pub- 
lickebefore the Church, orthe 
opeching of a publicke fault to 
Tome x riuate; perſon in ſecret. 
Thettore to woe ſickemen vn- 
tot lying at the-point of death, 
is tolay more burdens on them, 
then cucr God appointed. 


And whereas they make it a 


neceſlarie thing to xreceiue the | 


'Fuckariſt n the time of ficknes 
toward death,and that priuatel; 


- of the licke partic alone, they 


haue no warrant for their pra- 
Riſe and. opinion . For in the 


want of the ſacrament there is 


no danger, butinthecontempt: 


z * 


and the very contempt it ſelfe is 


afſinne which may be pardoded, 
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ofdying well is 
if we repent. And there is no 
reaſon why we ſhould thinke 
that ficke men ſhould be depri- 
ued of the comfort of the Lords 
ſupper , if they receive it not in 'Y 
death, becauſethe fruit and efft- | 
cacie of the ſacrament once re- 

ceiued,is not to bereſtrained to | 
the time of receiuing), but it ex- 
tends it ſelfe to the-whol time of 
mans life afterward. Againe the _ 
ſupper of the lord is no priuate - © | 
attion , but meerely Eccleſiaſti- 


IF” IR 


call:and therefore to be celebra- 
ted in the mecting and aſſembly 
| of Gods people; as our Sawiour | 
Chriſt preſcribeth , when hee Lok. 22; 
Gaith, Doe ye rhis:and Paul in ſay- , 9: "> 
ing,When Ye come _— Butit p {or 
is alleadged that the Iſraelites,” 
on encthe _ mn their 

ouſes whe they werein Egypt. 
Anſ. The Wraek tes had Fl wu 
bbertic to make any publicke 


mec- 


I. 


| 

li.20, | 
= 

| 
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meetingfor that end : and God 
commaunded that the Paſchall 
Lamb ſhould be eatcnin all the 
houſes of the Iſraelites at one & 


the ſameinſtant;& that in effect * 
was as much as ifithad bin pub- |- 


like. Againe,they alleadgea Ca- 
Can,72 on of the Gran of Nice; 
which decreeth, that men being 
about todie , mult recciue the 
af-2da- Euchariſt,andnot* be depriued 
1 via. of the prouifion of food necel- 
tico, farie for their iourney. A}. The 
Councill. made no decree tou- 


ching the adminiſtration of the - 


Sacrament to ail men that die, 
but toſuch only as fall away frs 
the faith in uution, or fell 
into-any other notorious crime, 
and werethereupon cxcommu- 
nicate,& ſo remained till death: 
& eitherthen or ſomewhat be- 
fore teſtified their repentance 
for their offences. And the Ca- 


non 


ſuch perſons might bee aſſured 
that they were againe receiued 
into the church,& by this means 
| depart with more-c6fort. Third- 
' lytsobicRted ,that in the = 

mitiuve Church, part of the Eu- 
| chariſt was carried by a laddeto 
Serapion an aged man , lying 


cient Church from the very be- 


bread and wine ſhould bee: ſent 
| by ſome of the deacons tothe 
ficke, which were abſent from 
theaffembly. And yetneucrthe- 
tellehereis no footmg for pri- 
uwite commmunions . For ihe 
| Euchariſt:was onely then ſent 
" | whe thereſtefthechurchdido< 


—__ 


theabſct only by reaſon of fick- 
x | 


of dying well. gr" 
non was made for this ende,that 


pelycomunicate;& fuchaswere 


Eaſ.1.6 


gmning , that the elements of 


nes;&>clired tobe partakers of 
? E i that 


| ficke1n his bedde.e An/w. It was 630. ; 


| indeed the cu{tome of the aun- 


OO” 
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that bleſſed communion, were 

to be reputed as preſent . Laſtly 

it is obieed,that it was the mi- 

ner of men and women in for- 

* Baſil. mertimes * to carrie part of the B 

epi. a ſacrament hometo their houſes, 

Ce/. andto reſerne it till the time of 
Tert.l, necellitic,as the time of ficknes, 
2.ad and ſuch like. A»/.Thereſcrua- 
2x04, tion of the ſacrament was but a 
Fher.in ſuperſtitious prattiſe, though it 
«pol. beancient.For out ofthe admi- 
pro lib, niſtrati6,thatis,before it begin, 
w:Tob. &after it isended,the ſacrament 
ceaſeth to be a facrament, & the 
clements to be elements. As for 

{erc. thepraftifeofthemthat vſed to 
Carth, cFamme the Euchariſt intothe 
2.cay, mouth of them that werediſea- 
6, Ffeditis not onely fapecrſtitious 

but alſo very abſurd: 

As for fe ling of the 

ficke, thatis, the annointing of 

the body, ſpecially the organes. 

ar 


| of dying well. = 
» | orinſtruments of the ſenſes;that 
' | the party may obtainthe remiſ+ 
fion of his ſinnes, and comfort 
againlt all the tewptatios ofthe 
- deuillinthe houre of death, and 
ſtregth morceaſily to beare the 
paines of ficknes and the pangs 
of death,and be againe reitored 
to hiscorporall health, if it bee 
expedient for the faluatis of his 
ſoule; it is but adotage of mans. 
braine,and hath notſo much as: 
aſhewe of reaſon to iuſtifie it.. 
Fhefift of Iames is commonly: 
alledged to this purpoſe,butthe 
annointing there mentioned is 
not of the ſame kind with this. 
rue ſacrament of the Papilts. 
or that annointing of the body: 
was aceremonie vied by the A- 
poſtles and others , when they 
put in prattiſe the miraculous 
gift ofhealing,which giftis now 
cealed.Secod} , that —y 


E. 2 
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had a promiſe that the partic an- | 


nointed ſhould recouer his 


' health: but this popiſh annoin- 
ting hath no ſuch promiſe; be- 


cauſe for the molt part the per- 
ſons thus annointed die 5 wo 
ward without recoucric;zwheras 
thoſe which were annointed in 
the primitive church alwaics re- 
couered. Thirdly, the auncient 
annointing ſerued onely for the 
procuring ofhealth,but thist&ds 
further to the procuring of re- 
miſſion of ſinnes, and ſtrength 


1 teptation. Thus hauing ſcene 


the doftrine of the Papiſts , 1 
comenow to ſpeake of the truc 
and right maner of making ma- 
king particular preparation be- 
fore death, which containes 3. 
ſorts of duties : one concerning 

;the other cocerning a mans 
own ſelfe , the third concerning 
our neighbour. The firſt c6cer- 


ning God,is to ſecke to be reco- 


| 


of dying well. 9s 
ciled vnto him in Chriſt , thouh 
we haue bin long aſfured of his 
fauour. All other duties muſt 
come after inthe ſecond place,& 


« they are of no effe&t without - 


this. Now this rec6ciliation mult 


be ſought for & is obtained by a 
renuing of our former faith and 


- repentance: & they mult be re- 


nued on this maner.So ſoone as 
a man ſhall-feele any manner of 
ſicknesto ſeaze vpon his body, 
he mult conſider with himſelfe 
whence it ariſeth:& after ſerious 


conſideration, he ſhall findethat 


it comes not by chance or for- 
tune, but by the prouidence of 
God. This boo © wuſt goyet 
further & coſider for what cauſe 
the Lord ſhould affiit his body 
with any ſicknes ordiſeaſe. And 
he ſhal find by Gods word, that 


| ſickneſſe comes ordinarily and Low. 
vually of finne. Wherefore ts the 3.39. 


E 3 lining 
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living man ſorrowfull? man ſuffe- 
reth for his ſine. Itistruc indeed, 
therebe other cauſes of the wits 

| of the body,& of ſicknes,belide 

| finne;and though they bee not - 

| known to vs,yetthey are known 
| to the Lord. Hereupon Chriſt | 
| when hee ſawe a certaine blinde 

| 

| 


man,and was demaunded what 
was the cauſe of the blindneſle, 
anſwered , neither hath this may 
ſnmed nor hu parents, but that the 
workes of God ſhould be ſhewed on 
him.Yet we for our parts, who 
are to goenot by the ſecret , but 
by the reucaled will of God, 
muſt make this vſe of our ſicke- 
nes,that it js ſent vnto vsfor our 
finnes. When Chriſt healed the 
Mat. man licke of the palſie, hefatth, 
9.2, Ge of good comfort thy finnes are 

forginen thee :and when hee had 

healed the man by the poole of 

Betheſda, that had bin ſicke 38. 
yercs, 


Joh.g.2 
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yeres,hebids him ſino more leaft |, j, _ 

aworſe thing happen wnto him :yj- , 

uing them both to vnderſtand 

that their ficknes came by reaſs 

oftheir ſinnes. And thus ſhould 

euery fick man reſolue himſelf. 

{ Now whenwehaue proceeded 

thus far, and haue as it werelaid 

our finger vpon the right and 

proper cauſe of our fickeneſle, 

three things concerning our fins 

mult bee performed of vs in - 

ſicknes. Firſt wee muſt make a 

new examination of our hearts 

and hues , & ſay as the Ifraclites 

ſaid in afflition, Let ws ſearch &* Lam.z. 
trie our waies, and thrne againe to 40. 

| ohs Lord. Secondly wee mult 

wakea newe confellion to God 

of our newe and particular ſins, 

as God ſends newe correGtions 

& chaſtiſements. When Dauid/z7. 

had the had of God very heauy 22.So 

vpon him for his ſinnes,ſo as his 


E 4 very 
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very bones and moiſture copſu- 
med within him, hee made con- 
fellion of them vnto God, and 
thereupon obtained his pardon | 
and was healed. The third thing f_ 
isto make new praier and more | 
earneſt then cuer before, with |; 
ſighes & grones of the ſpirit.and |} 
that for pardon ofthe ſame fins, } 
and for reconciliation with god 
in Chriſt. In the exerciſe oftneſe 
3-duties ſtandes the renouation | 
of our faith & repentance wher- 
by they arc increaſed,quickned, 
&reuined. And the more ſicke- 
nes preualles and takes place in 
the bodie,the more ſhould wee 
be carefull to put thEin vre:that 1 
ſpirituall ife might increaſe as 
temporalllife is decaied. When 
king Ezechias lay ſicke, ashe » 
thoughtvpon his death bedde; 
he wept as for ſome other cauſes 
fo alſo for hisſfinnes, and —_ 
ce 
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hee praied God to caſt them be 
hind his back. Dauid made cer- 


taine Plalmes when he wasfick, 


; orattheleaſt yponthe occaſion 

of his ſicknes, as namely the 6. 
+ the32.the 38. the 39. & and 
' theyareal pſalmes of repentice: 
in whichwe may ſce how in di- 
ſtreſſe of bodie and minde hee 
renewed his faith & repentice, 
heartily bew2iling his " og & 
intreating the Lord for the par- 
don of — . Manaſles, one 
that fell from God, and gaue 
himſelfe to many horrible {ins, 
when he was taken captiue 8c 
impriſoned in Babylon , Hee- 


| prayed to the Lord his God, and 7 


umbled himſelfe. greatly before. 
the God of his fathers, and pray- 
ed vntohim:and God was intrea«, 
ted of him, and heard his praier, 
ani brought him againe to lern- 
ſalem into his kingdome , and 


then 


13. 


.Cro. 
323.12» 
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then Manaſſer knewe that the 
Lord was God. Now looke what 
Manaſles did in this tribulatis, 
the ſame thing muſt we doc in 
the time of our bodily ficke- 
neſle. 

Here 1 haue occaſion tomE- 
tion anotorious fault thatis ve- 
ry common in this age , euen a- 
mong ſuch as hauelong liuedin 
the boſome of the Church ; and 
that is this. Men nowe adaies are 
fo farre fromrenuing their faith 
and repentance, that when they 
lie fick and are drawing toward 
death, they muſt bee Catechiſed 
m the dofrine of faith and re- 
pro_ , as if they had beene 


ut of late recciued into the. 


Church. Wheſoeuer will, but as 
occaſion is offered viſit the ſick, 
hall finde this to be true which 

I fay. What a ſhame is this , that 

when a man hath ſpent his life & 


daics 


| 
| 
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daies inthe church for the ſpace 
of 20. or 30. 0r 40. yeares hee 
ſhould at the very ende ofall & 
not before, begin to enquire, 
what faith and what repentance 
1,and howe his ſoule might bee 
faued.This one finne argues the 
great ſecuritie ofthis age, & the 
great contempt of Gedand his 
word.Well,let all men hereafter 
in time to come, bee warned to 
take heed of this exceedingneg» 
hgencein matters. of faluation, 
and to-vſe all good-meanes be- 
fore hand, that they may beable 
deahro put in pattie the 
cath to put in practiſe the ſp! 
rituall ide & SAW" 
repentance. 

Now if fo bee it fall ont that 
the ficke partic cannot ofhim- 
ſelfe renue his owne faith and 
repentance , hee muſt ſeeke the 
helpe of others. When the = 


Mar. 
3. 
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that was ſicke of the dead pallie 
couldnot goto Chriſt himlelfe, 


_ others to beare himin his 


; and when they could not 


come neare for the multitude, 
they vncoucred the roofe of the 
houſeand kt the bed downe be- 
fore Chriſt: euen ſo,when ficke 


men can not alone by theſelues 


doe the good dutics to which | 


they are bound, they muſt bo- 
row helpe from their fellowe 
members; who are partly by 
their coun(cl to put to their hel- 
ping hand , and partly by their 
praiers to preſent them vnto 


God,and to bring them into the 


preſence of Chri lt 

And touching helpe in this 
caſe, fundry duties are tobe per- 
formed. Saint Iames ſets downe 
foure, two- whereof concerne 
the ſicke patient , and other two 


ſuchas be helpers. Thefirſt _ 
0 
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of the ficke man is to ſend for 
helpe:where two circumſtances 
mult be conſidered ; who muſt 
- NE _ _ _ the 
ames ſaith , [s any betke a- 

mong you? let him alfirthe Ek. , os F: 
ders of the Church. Whereby are © 
meant not onely Apoſtles and 
all miniſters of the Goſpell, but 
others alſo (as I take it ') which 
were men ancientfor yeares it- 
dued with the ſpirit of ynder- 
ſtanding and praier , and had 
withall the gift of working mi- 
racles and of healing the ficke. 
For in. the Priminue Church 
this gift was for a time fo plenti-- 
fully beſtowed on the thatbele- Tert#2 
— Chriſt, that ſouldiers caſt de coro- 
out deuil!s, & parents wrought #4 mult. 
miracles on their children. HE&ce£4p+7 7. 
we may learne , that kowſoeuer &+ de I- 
it be the dutic of the Miniſters o/c. 7. 
of the word principally to - 

(4 
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ledge , nor wiſdome tn the 0raue 
whither thou goeft. To the ſame 
rpoſe Paul faith, Doe goodto 
Gal 6, *Umen while ye hane time. Ther- 
zo, foreifanymanbeableto doca- 
ny good ſeruice either to Gods 
Church, or to the Common- 
wealth , or to any priuate man, 
lct him doe it with all ſpecde & 
with all his might, leaſt deathit 
ſelfe preuent him. He that hath 
care thusto ſpend hisdaies, ſhall 
with much comfort and peace 

of conſcience endehis life. 
Thus much of generall pre- 
paration. Nowe followeth the 
particular, which is inthe time 
_. - of ſicknes. And herefirſt of all 
{ — -- I will ſhew whatis the doAtrine 
of the Papiſts, and then after- 
ward the truth. By the popiſh 
orderand praGtiſe , when a man 
is about to die, he is enioyned 
three things. Furſt to make ſacra- 
mental 


| 
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wentall confeſſion, ſpecially if it 
bein any mortall finne; ſecond+ 
ly to receiue the Euchariſt;zthird 
ly to require his annoyling, that 
is, the ſacrament (as they call it) 


of extreame vntton. 


Sacramentall confeſſion, they 
tearmea rehearfall or-enumera- 
tion of all” mans. finnes- to a 

rieſt, that he way recciue abſo- 
faon But againſt this kinde of 
confeſfion , ſundrie reaſons may 
be alleadged. Firſt of all, it hath 


no warrant either by comman- 


' dement or example in'the whol 


word of God: They fay yes: and 
they endeauour to prooue it 
thus. He which hes in any mor- 
tall knnegis-by Gods law bound 
to doc penanceand to ſeeke re- 
concaliatenwith God: now the 
neceſſarie means after baptiſme 
to obtain reconciliation, 1s con- 
feſion of all our fins toa prieſt, 

| Becauſe 
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Becauſe Chriſt hath appointed 
Prieſts to be judges vpon earth, 
with ſuch meaſure of authoritic, 
that no man falling after bap- 
time can without their ſentence 
and determination be reconci- 
kd; and. they can not rightly 
mudge, vnleſle they know all a 
mans finnes : therefore all that 
fall after baptiſme arc bound by 
Gods word to open all their 
ſinnes to the prieſt. &ychis falle 
which they ſay that Prieſts are 
judges, having power to exa- 
mine arid -take ledge of 
mens finnes, and iurifdition 
whereby they can properly ab- 
ſolucand pardon or retainethe. 
For Gods word hath giuen no 
moreto man , but a xuneferie of 
reconciliation , whereby in the 
nameof God, and accordingto 
his word, he doth preach, de- 
dare,and pronounce, that —_ 
ot 


. 
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_ of all his finnes. For he which 


- 
" a. th I Rt 


Dauid for his two great, &hor- 
'rible crimes, Dauid touched 


of dying well, 3 
doth pardon or not pardon his 
ſinnes. Againe,pardon may tru« 
ly be pronouced,&rightiudge- 
ment of the eſtate 0 ny ok, 
without a particular rehearſall 


ſoundly & truly repents of one 
or ſome fewe linnes, ts of 
all. Secondly , this confeſſion is 
ouerturned by the praQtiſe of 
the Prophets & Apoſtles, who 
not onely abſolued particular 
tes ho alſo whole Chur- 
ches without exaRtion of an aus» 
ricular confeſſion. When Na- 
than the Prophet had rebuked 


2.Sam. 


with remors ſaid, hawe ſinned, & 12.12, 


Nathipreſently without further 
examination ered vnto him 
in the 'name of God that his fins 
were forgitien him: Thirdly , it 


not" be prooued by any 
good. 


3 Therightway 


eoodand {ufficientproofes,that 
this confeſſion was vſed in the 
Church of God till after fiue or 
fixe hundred yeares were expi- 
red. For the confeſſion which 
was then in vſe, was cither pub- 
lickebefore the Church, orthe 
opciing of a publicke fault to 


ſome riuate. perſon in ſecret. 


Thetfore to vrge fickemen vn- 
to it lying at the-point of death, 
is tolay more burdens on them, 
then cucr God appointed. _ 

And whereas they make it a 
neceſlarie thing to receive the 
'Fuckariſt in the time of ficknes 


toward death,and that priuately 
- of the licke partic alone, they 


haue no warrant for their pra- 
Atiſe and opinion . For in the 
want of the ſacrament there is 
no danger, but inthecontempt: 
and the very contempy it ſais 
aſinne which may be pardoned, 


f 


f 


ofdying well is 
if we repent. And there is no 
reaſon why we ſhould thinke 
that ſicke men ſhould be depri- 
ued of the comfort of the Lords 
ſupper , if they receive it notin 
death, becauſethe fruit and effi 
cacie of the ſacrament once re- 
ceiued,is not to be reſtrained to 
the time of receiuing , but it ex- 
tends it ſelfe to the-whol time of 
mans life afterward. Againe the 
ſupper of the lord is no priuate 
ation, but meerely Eccleſiaſti- 
call:and therefore to be celebra- 
ted in the mecting and'afſembly 
of Gods people; as our Sauiour 


x Chriſt preſcribeth , when hee 


Yaith, Doe ye this:and Paul in ſay- 
ing,When ye come _— But it 
is alleadged that the Iſraelites 
dideatethe Paſcallambein their 
houſes whe they werein Egypr. 
Anſ. The Hraelites had then no 
bbertic to make any publicke 


mec- 


Lnk.22: 
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that bleſſed communion, were 
to be reputed as preſent . Laſtly 
it is obieted,that it was the mi» 
ner of men and women in for- 
* Baſl. mertimes * to carrie part of the 
epift. ad (acrament hometo theirhouſes, 
Ce// andtoreſerue it till the time of 
Text.l, necellitic,as the time of ficknes, 
2.a4d and ſuch like. A»/.Thereſcrua- 
2x0r9. tion ofthe ſacrament was but a 
Hher.in ſuperſtitious praftife, though it 
«pol. beancient.For out ofthe admi- 
pro lib. niſtratio,thatis,before it begin, 
wTob, &after it isended,the ſacrament 
ceaſeth to be a facrament,& the 
—— H—_ _—_— 
| c cofthem that vſed to 
= a the Euchariſt into the 
3.can, mouth of them that weredifea- 
ſed,itis not onely faperſtitious 

but alſo very abſurd. 
Asfor & Anoyling of the 
ficke, thatis, the annointing of 
the body, ſpecially the organes. 
ar 


of dying well. H 
or inſtruments of the ſenſes;that 
the party way obtainthe remiſ- 
fion of his ſinnes, and comfort 
again(t all the tewptatios ofthe 


deuill in the houre of death, and 


ſtregth morceafily to beare the 
paines of ficknes and the pangs 
of death,and be againereitored 
to hiscorporall health, if it bee 
expedient for the ſaluatis of his. 
ſoule; itis but a dotage of mans. 
braine,and hath not ſo much as: 
aſhewe of reaſon to iuſtific it. 
Thefift of James is commonly 
alledged to this purpoſe, butthe- 
annointing there mentioned is 
not of the ſame kind with this. 
erealieſacrament ofthe Papiſts. 

or that annointing of the body 
was a ceremonie vied by the A» 
poltles and others , when they 
put in prattiſe the miraculous 
gift ofhealing, which giftis now 
cealed,Secod} , that — 


E. 2 
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that bleſſed communion, were 
to be reputed as preſent . Laſtly 
it is obieed,that it was the mi» 
ner of men and women in for- 
* Baſl. mer times * to carrie part of the 
epiſt. ad ſacrament hometo their houſes, 
Ce// andtoreſerue it till the time of 
Tert.l, neceſlitic,as the time of ficknes, 
2.44 and ſuch like. &.Thereſcrua- 
2x0r4, tion ofthe ſacrament was but a 
Hher.in ſuperſtitious praftife, though it 
«pol. be ancient. For out ofthe admi- 
pro lib. niſtratio,thatis,before it begin, 
w»Tob. &after it isended,the ſacrament 
ceaſeth to be a facrament,& the 
clements to be elements. As for 
{enc. thepraftiſeofthemthat vſed to 
Carth, cramme the Euchariſt into the 
2.cay, mouth of them that weredifea- 
6, Ffeditis not onely faperſtitious 
but alſo very abſurd. 
Asfor = Anoyling of the 
ficke, thatis, the annointing of 
the body, ſpecially the organes. 
| ot 
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or inſtruments ofthe ſenſes;that 
the party may obtainthe remiſ- 
fion of his ſinnes , and comfort 
againſt all the tewptatiss ofthe 
deuill in the houre of death, and 
ſtregth more eaſily to beare the 
paines of ficknes and the pangs 
of death,and be againe reſtored 
to hiscorporall health, if it bee 
expedient for the ſaluatis of his 
ſoule; it is but a dotage of mans 
braine,and hath not ſo much as: 
aſhewe of reaſon to iuſtific it. 
Fhefift of Tames is commonly 
alledged to this purpoſe, butthe: 
annointing there mentioned is 
not of the ſame kind with this. 
ereaſieſacrament ofthe Papiſts. 
or that annointing of the body: 
was aceremonie vied by the A» 
poſtles and others , when they: 
put in prattiſe the miraculous 
gift ofhealing,which giftis now 
cealed.Secod} , that — 


E. 2 


— 
. —_ ———_ 
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had a promiſe thatthe partic an- 
nointed ſhould recouer his 


- health:but this popiſh annoin- 


ting hath no ſuch promiſe; be- 


cauſe for the molt part the per- I}. 


ſons thus annointed die after- 
ward without recoueric;zwheras 
thoſe which were annointed in 
the primitive churchalwaies re- 
couered. Fhirdly, the auncient 
annointing ſerued onely for the 
procuring ofhealth, but thisteds 
further to the procuring of re- 
miſſion of ſinnes, and ſtrength 
1m teptation. Thus hauing ſcene 
the dodtrine of the _— 1 
come now to ſpeake of the true 
and right maner of making ma- 
king particular preparation be- 
fore death, which containes 3. 
forts of duties : one concerning 
god,the other cocerning a mans 
own ſelfe , the third concerning 
our neighbour. The firſt c6cer- 


ning God,isto ſecke to be rec6- 
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ciled vnto him in Chriſt , thouh 
we haue bin long aſfured of his 
fauour. All other duties muſt 
come after intheſecondplace,& 
I + they are of no effe@ without - 
this. Now this recociliation muſt 
be ſought for & is obtained by a 
renuing of our former faith and 
repentance: & they mult be re- 
nued on this maner.So ſoone as 
a man ſhall feele any manner of 
ſicknesto ſeaze vpon his body, 
he mult conſider with himſelfe 
whence it ariſeth:& after ſerious 
- conſideration, he ſhall findethat 
it comes not by chance or for- 
tune, but by the prouidence of 
God. This howy muſt goyet 
further & c6ſider for what cauſe 
the Lord ſhould afflit his body 
with any ſicknes ordiſcaſe. And 
| heſhal find by Gods word, that 


lickneſſe comes ordinarily and Law. 
vlually of finne. Fherefore is the 3.39. 


E 3 lining 


| Iob.g.2f 
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living manſorrowfull? man ſuſſe- | 
reth for his ſine. Itistruc indeed, 
therebe other cauſes of the wits 
of the body,& of ficknes,belide 
finne;and though they bee not - f! 
known to vs,yetthey are known | 
tothe Lord. Hereupon Chriſt |: 
when hee ſawe a certaine blinde þ 
man,and was demaunded what 
was the cauſe of the blindnelſle, 
anſwered , neither hath this man 
ined nor his parents, but that the |: 
workes of God ſhould be ſhewed on | 
him. Yet we for our parts, who 
are to goenot by the ſecret , but | 
by the reucaled will of God, 
mult make this vſe of our ſicke- 
nes,that it js ſent vnto vsfor our 


finnes. When Chriſt healed the 


CHat. man licke of the pallie, hefaith, 
9:2. 


be of good comfort thy finnes are 


forginen thee :and when hee had 


healed the man by the poole of 
Betheſda, that had bin ficke 38. 
yercs, 
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yeres,hebids him ſono more leaft ,, 1, _ 


aworſe thing n wnto him : gi- 


wing them both to vnderſtand FP”. 


that their ficknes came by reaſs 


-#! oftheir ſinnes. And thus ſhould 


| euery fick man reſolue himſelf. 
5 Now when we haue proceeded 
thus far, and haue as it werelaid 
our finger vpon the rightand 
proper cauſe of our fickeneſle, 
three things concerning our fins 
mult bee performed of vs in - 
ſicknes. Firſt wee muſt make 'a 
new examination of our hearts 
and hues , & ſay as the Ifraclites 


faid inaffliction, Let ws ſearch &* Lam. z. 


trie our wases, and turne againe to 40, 


the Lord. Secondly wee mult 
wakeanewe confellion toGod 
of our newe and particular ſins, 
as God ſends newe correftions 


& chaltiſements. When Dauid 7/zt. 
had the hid of God very heavy ;2.;. 


vpon him for his ſinnes,ſo as his 
E 4 very 
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very bones and moiſture conſu- 
med within him, hee made con- 
feſlion of them vnto God, and 
thereupon obtained his pardon | 
and was healed. The third thing | 

15to make new praier and more + 
earneſt then cuer before, with | 


fighes & grones of the ſpirit,and |} | 


that for pardon ofthe ſame ſins, þ; 
and for reconciliation with god 
in Chriſt. In the exerciſe oftneſe 
3-duties ſtandes the renouation 
of our faith &repentance wher- 
by they arc increafed,quickned, 
& reuined. And the more ficke- 
nes preuailes and takes place in 
the bodie,the more ſhould wee 
be carcfull to put thEin vre:that | 
ſpiritual! life might increale as 
temporalllife is decaied. When | 
king Ezechias lay ſicke, as he 
thought vponhis death beddc; 
heweptas for ſome other caules 
fo alſo forhisfinnes, and _— 
ce 
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hee praied God to caſt them be- 
hind his back. Dauid made cer- 


 taine Plalmes when he wasfick, 


| orattheleaſt yponthe occaſion 
'} ofhis ſicknes, as namely the 6. 
{ the32. the 38. the 39. &c and 
! theyarcal pſalmes of repentice: 
{ in whichwe may ſce how in di- 
ſtreſſe of bodie and minde hee 
renewed his faith & —_— 
heartily bewiling his ſinnes, & 
intreating the Lord for the par- 
don of = . Manaſles, one 
that fell from: God, and gaue 
himſelfe to many horrible {tms, 
when he was taken captiue 8c 
| impriſoned in Babylon , Hee. 

prayed to the Lord his God, and 
| humbled himfelfe. greatly before 
the God of bis fathers, and pray- 
ed vntohim:and God was intrea- 
ted of him, and heard his praier, 
and brought him againe to lernx- 
ſalem into his kingdome , and 


then 


— 


7 


2.Cr0. 


33-12» 
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then Manaſſes knewe that the | 
Lord was God. Now looke what 
Manaſles did in this tribulatis, | 
the fame thing muſt we docin 
the time of our bodily ficke- ;| 
neſle. ſe 
Here I haue eccafion tomE- | 
tion anotorious fault thatis ves |: 
ry common in this age , euen a- || 
mong ſuch as hauclong liuedin || 
the boſome of the Church ;and þ 
that is this. Men nowe adaies are | 
fo farre fromrenuing their faith 
and repentance, that when they 
lie fick and are drawing toward 
death, they muſt bee Catechiſed 
m the dorine of faith and re- | 
entance , as if they had beene 
Fat of Jate receiued into the. 
Church. Whoſoeuer will, but as 
occaſion is offered viſit the ſick, 
fhall finde this to be true which 
Ifay. What a ſhame is this , that 


when a man hath ſpent his life & 
: | daies 


__— 
"—_- 


oo CE en 
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J daies in the church for the ſpace 


of 20. or 30. 0r. 40. yeares, hee 
ſhould at the very ende of all & 
not before, begin to enquire, 
what faith and what repentance 
1s,and howe his ſoule might bee 
faued. This one finneargues the 


| greatſecuritic ofthis age, & the 


great contempt of Ged and his 


| word.Well.let all men hereafter 
' intimeto come, bee warned to 


' take heed of this exceedingnegs 


hgencein matters. of faluation, 
and to vſe all good-meanes be- 
fore hand,that they may beable 
inſickeneſſe and in the time of 
death to put in pradtiſe the ſpi- 
rituall exercifes of inuocation & 
repentance. 

Now if fo beeit fall out that 
the ficke partic cannot of him- 
ſelfe renue his owne faith and 
repentance , hee muſt ſeeke the 
helpe ofothers. When the _ 


Mar. that was ſicke of thedead pallie 


1 
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couldnot go to Chriſt himlelfe, 


_ othersto beare himin his 


z and when they could not 
come neare for the multitude, 


they vncoucred the roofe of the | 
houſe and let the bed downe be- | 


fore Chriſt: cuen ſo, when ficke 
men can not alone by theſelues 


doe the good dutics to which 


they are bound, they muſt bo- | 


row helpe from their fellowe | 


members; who are partly by 


their counſel to put to their hel- | 
ping hand , and partly by their | 


praiers to preſent them vnto 


God,and to bring them into the | 


preſence of Chrilt. | 

And touching helpe i this 
caſe, fundry dutics are to be per- 
formed. Saint Iames ſets downe 
foure, two- whereof concerne 


the ſicke patient , and other two | 


ſuchas be helpers. Thefirſt wy 
O 


| 
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of the ficke man is to ſend for 
helpe:where two circumſtances 
mult be conſidered ; who muſt 
qo ,and —_ = the | 
ſt S.Iames faith, [s any feke 4 7... .* 

mong you? let him ulfirthe Et. _ 
ders of the Church. Whereby are 
meant not onely Apoſtles and 
all miniſters of the Goſpell, but 
others alſo (as I take it ) which 
were men ancientfor yeares it- 
dued with the fpirit of vnder- 
ſtanding and praier , and had 
withall the oift of working mi- | 
racles and of healing the ficke. 
For in the Primitue Church 
this gift was for a time fo plenti- 
fully beſtowed on the thatbele- Tert#2 
uedin Chriſt, that ſouldiers caſt de coro- 
out deuills, & parents wrought #4 #1bt. 
miracles on their children. HE&ce'©4p-7 7. 
we may learne , that kowſocuer & de 1- 
it be the dutic of the Miniſters 4oL.c. 7 7. 
of the word principally to _ 

(4 
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fiteand comfort the ſicke, yetis 
xt not their dutic alone:for it be- 
longs to them alſo which haue 
knowledge of Gods word, and 
Heb. z.he oift of Praier. Exhort one an 
13. Other (ſaith the holy Ghoſt) 
1.Th, While it « calledio day. And a- 
3.11, gaine, Admoniſh them that are 
14. " diſordered, and comfort thoſe that 
| are weake. Andindeedeinequi- 
tie it ſhould be the dutic of cue- 
ry Chriſtian man to comfort his 
brother in ſickneſſe. Here we 
mult necdes take knowledge of 
the common fault of men and 
women when they cometo vi- 


they can not ſpeakea word of 
inſtruRion and comfort , but 


ſpend the time cither in ſilence, 
gazing , and looking on; or in 
vitering wordes to little or no 


fit their neighbours and friends | 


purpoſe, ſaying to the ſicke par- 
tie, that they are ſoric to ſeehim 
| in 
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inthat caſe, that they wold haue 
himto be of good comfort, but 
wherein and by what meanes 
they cannot tell: that they doubt 
not but that he ſhall recouer his 
health and bue with them til}, 
and be merry as in former time: 
that they will pray for him; 
whereasall their praters are no+ 
thing els but the Apoſlles 
Creede, or the ten Commandes- 
ments, and the Lords praier vt- 
tered without vnderſtanding, 
And this is the common com- 
fort that ſigke -men gette at the 
handsoftheir netehbours when 
they come vnto them : and all 
this comes either becauſe men 
lue in ignorice of Gods word, 
or becauſe they falſely thinke 
that the whole burthen of this 
dutic lies gon the ſhoulders of 
the miniſter. 

The fecond circumſtance is,. 
when 
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whetrthe ſicke partic mult ſend! 
for the Elders to inſ{truRt him Þ 


and pray for him. And thats in 


the very firſt place ofall before \ 


any other helpe be ſought for. 
Where the Diuine endes, there 
the phyſitian muſt begin: and it 
is a yery prepoſterous courſe 
that the Diuine ſhould there be- 
ein where the phylitian makes 
an ende.For till helpe be had for 
the ſonle, and ſinne which is the 
roote of ficknes be cured, phy- 
ſicke for the bode is nothing, 
Therefore itis athing much to 
be diſliked , that in all places al- 
moſt , the phyſitian is firſt ſent 
for, and comes in the beginning 
of the ſicknes , andthe Minit 
comes when a man is half dead, 
andis then ſent for oftentimes, 
when the ſicke partigyh es draw- 


ng on and gaſping for breath, 


as though Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpell 


— XX. 
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ſpell in theſe daies wereable to 


worke miracles. 


The ſecond dutic of the ficke 


_ is to confeſle his ſinnes,as 


1 rift, and the confc 


| 


= 
” 
- 
WF 
| 
: 
k 
4 


.lJames faith, Corfeſſe your ſomes lans.s. 
one to another, and pray one for an , 6. 


ether. It will be ſaide, that this is 
to bring in againe Popiſh ſhrift. 
ev. Confellion of our linnes, - 
and that vnto men was neuer 
denied of any: the queſtion on- 
lvis of the manner and order of 
making confeſſion. And for 
this cauſe wee mult put a great 
difference betweene york 

1on of 
which S. James ſpeaketh. For 
he requires onely a confeſſion 
of that or thoſe ſinnes which lie 
vpon a-mans conſcience when 
he is ſicke : but the popilh do- 


frine requircth a particular e- 


' numerationof al mans finns. A- 
g4in,S.lames inioynes confeſsi6 


onely 
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encly asa thing meete and con- 
ueniet,but the Papiſtsas athin 


neceſlarie to the remiſſion o 


finnes. Thirdly,S.Iames permits 


that confeſſion be made to any 
man,and by one man toanother 
mutually; whereas popiſh ſhrift 
15 made onely tothe prieſt. The 
ſecond dutiethen is,thatthe ſick 
partic troubled in minde with 
the memorte and conſideration 
of any of his finnes paſt, or any 
manner of way tempted by the 
deuill, ſhall freely of his owne 
accord open his caſe to ſuch as 
are both able & willing to helpe 
him, that he may recetue com- 
fort and die in peace of conſci- 
ence. 


Thus much of the ſick mans * 


dutie: now followe the duties of 
helpers. The firſt is, 70 pray oney 
han , that is, inhis prefenceto 
Pray with him and for him, = 

Y 
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by prayer to preſent his very 


perſon and his whole eſtate vn- 
to God. The Prophet Elizeus, 
the Apoſtle Paul, and our Sa- 2 king. 


uiour Chriſt vſed this manner ,_ ,.” 
of praying, when they would , 77. 
miraculouſly reſtore temporall ,,, ;o, 
life: and therfore it is very meete 7h, z j, 
that the ſame ſhould be vſed al- ,,_ 
ſo of vs, that we might the bet- %. 
ter ſtirre- vp our affeRtion in 
praier, and our compaſſion to 
the ſicke when we are about to 
intreatethe Lord for theremiſ- 
fion of their finnes , and for the 
ſaluation of their ſoules. 

The ſecond Cutie of him that 
comes as an helper is to annoint 
the ſicke partie with oyle. Now 
this annointing was an outward 
ceremonie which was vſed with 
the gift of healing, which is now 
ceaſed : and therefore I omit to 


ſpeake further ofit. 
Thus 


———— Ix; 


o 
.*” 2, vx Br. De au i oh. 


I 


} 
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Thus much of the dutie which 
the ſick man owes to God; now 
follaw the duties which he is to 

zerforme vnto himſclfe, and 
they arctwofold: one concernes 
his (oule, the other his bodie. 
Thedutic concerning his ſoule 
1s,that he muſt armeandfurniſh 
himſelfe againſt the immoderat 
feare of preſent death. And the 


| reaſon hereof is plaine : becauſc 


howſoeuer naturally men feare 
death through the whole courſe 
of their lives more orleſle, yet 
in the time of fickneſle when 
death approcheth , this naturall 
fcare bred in the bone will poſt 
of 'all ſhew 11 ſelfe, euen in ſuch 
ſort, as itwill aſtoniſh theſenſes 
of the licke partie, and ſome- 


' time cauſe deſperation. There- 


fore it1s neceſſariethat we ſhold 
vic meanes to (trengthen our 
{clues againſt the feare of _ 

c 


| 
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The meanes are of two forts: 
practiſes, and meditations. Pra» 
Qtiſes are two eſpecially . The 
firſt is , that the Flee man mult 
not ſo much regard deathitſelf 
as the bencfites of God whick 
are obtained after death. He 
mult not fixe his minde vpon 
the conſideration of the pangs 
and torments of death; but all 
his thoughts and affeRtions 
muſt be ſet vpon that bleſſede- 
ſtate that is enioyed after death. 
He that is to paſſe ouer fome 
orcatand deepe riuer, muſt not 
looke downward to the ſtreame 
of the water; but if he would 
preuent feare , he muſt ſette his 
foote ſure and caſt hiseyeto the 
banke on the further fade:and ſo 
mult he that drawes nere death, 
as it were, looke ouer the waues 
of death , and direftly fixe 
the eye of his faith ypon _ 


nm 
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nall life. The ſecond praQtife is 
to looke vpon death in the 
laſſe of the Goſpell, and notin 
eglaſſe of the Law: thatis,we 
he conſider death not as it is 
ropounded in the lawe , and 
fol e vpon that terrible face 
whick the law giucth vnto it; 
but as it isſet forth inthe Go- 
Il. Death in the law is-a curſe 
andthe downefall tothe pit of 
deſtruQtion : inthe Goſpell it is 
the entrance into heauen : the 
law ſets forth death as death, the 
Goſpell ſets forth death as no 
death, but as a fleepe onely : be- | 
cauſe it fpeaketh of death as tis 
altered & changedby the death 
of Chriſt; by the vertue where- | 
of deathis properly no death to 
the ſeruantsof God. When men 
hall haue care on this manner 
to conſider of death, it will be a 
notable meanes to ——_—_ 
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and ſtabliſh them againſtallim- 
moderate feares. and terrours 
that vſually riſe in ficknes. 

The meditations which ferue 
for this purpoſe are innumera- 
ble,but 1 will touch onely thoſe 
which are the moſt principall 
and the grounds of the reſt: and. 
they are foure in number. The 
firſt is borrowed from the ſpe- 
ciall prouidence of God; name- 
ly that the death of cuery man, 
much more of every childe of 
God,js not onely foreſeene, but 
alſo forcappointed of God: yea. 
| the death of cuery man deſer- 
ued and procured by his finnes, 
15 laide vpon him by God, who 
inthat reſpe&t may. be ſaid to be 
the cauſe of cuery mans drath. 
So faith Anna, The Lord killerh 


and maketh ale, Fhe Church _ 
of Hieruſalem confeſſed that 
nothing came to palle _— 

CALR; 
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death of Chriſt,but that which 
the foreknowledge and eternall 
* counſel] of God had appointed. 
#3: Andthercfore thedeathalſo of 
euery meber of Chnilt is fore- 
ſcene and ordained by the Ipe- 
ciall decree and prowdence of 
| God.I adde further,that the ve- 
ry circumſtances of death,asthe 
time when,the placewhcre,the 
manner howe,the beginning of 
ficknes,the continuance, &'the 
end,cuery fat in the. icknes and 
| the panges of death are particu» 
| larly fer downe in the counſel 
4 of God. T he ver y haires of our 
heads are numbread(as our Saui- 
'our-Chriſt ſaith) and a ſparrowe 
ſights not ox the groud without the | 
P/.1 39. will of our heauentyfarber.Dauid | 
14:46. faith excelletly, fy bores are not 
. . hidfromothee, thongh [mas made 
þ w 4 ſecret place, and faſproned be- 
| meath in the-carth: thine cies did | 
. ſee | 
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fee me when f was without forme, 
for in thy book were all things writ 
ten,which m continuance were fa- 
ſhioned, when there was none of thi 


before, And he praies to-God 70 p/7 ,6. 
put his teares into his bottle, Now: g 


if this bee true, that God hath 
bottles for the very teares of his 
ſcruantes, much more hath hee 
bottles for their blood, & much 
more doeth hee reſpe& andre- 
gard their paines and miſeries. 
with all the circumſtances of 
ſickeneſle and death. The care- 
full meditation of this one point: 
isa notable meanes to arme vs: 
againſt feareand diſtruſt, & im- 
Patience in the time of death) as 
ſome examples in this-caſe will 
eaſily manifeſt, / helde my tongue 
& ſaid nothing, ſaith Dauid: but 
what wasit that cauſed thispa- 
tiencein him? the cauſe follows 


in theſe words:becanſe then Lord. 


F x dice 


P/. 394 
10, 
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Ge.s2, 4ddefl it. And Toſeph faithto his 


brethren: Feare not, for it was the 
Lord that ſent mee before you. 
Marke here howe Ioſeph is ar- 
med againſt impaticnce and. 
griefe & diſcontentment by the 
very conſ:deratio of Gods pro- 
uidence:and fo inthe ſame man- 


ner ſhall we be c6firmed againſt 


P[c116. all feares and ſorrowes, andſay 


13: 


with Dauid, Pretious # the ſight 
of the Lord u the death of his 
ſaints:if this perſwaſion be once 
fetled in our hearts,that al things 
n ficknes & death c6c to pa 
vnto vs by the prouidence of 
god, who turnesal things to the 
good ofthem that foue him. 
The ſecond meditation is to 
be borrowed from the excellent 
promiſe that God hath made to 
the death of the righteous: 


'! ee. whichis, Bleſſed are they that ave 
{Io 1 3-M1 the Lord for they reſt fro ety 


we marke wherein this bleſled- 
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labours, and their workes followe 
them. The author of trueththat 
cannot lie hath ſpoken it. Nowe 
then let a man but throughly 
conſider this, that death ioynrg: 
with a reformed life hath-apro- 
miſe of bleffednes adioyned'vn- 
toit,andit alone will bee a ſuffi- 
cient meanes to ſtaiethe rage of 
our affetions, and allinordinat 


feare of death:and the rather, if 


neſle conſiſts. In death wee are 
indeed thruſt out of our olde 
dwelling places , namely theſe 
houſes | a8 and earthly taber- 
nacles of our bodies,wherin we {| 
haue made l6gabode: but what 
1sthe end?furely that luing and 
ing m Chriſt, we might haue 

« uilding giuven-of G od chatis, 2. or. 
an houſe not made with hands, 5-/+ 
but eternall in heauens,which is 


viiſpeakable andimmortall glo- = 
| FE 3 - TY. . 


us Therightway 
ry. If a poore man ſhould bee 
commanded bya Prince to put 
offhis torne and beggerly gar- 
ments, and in itead thereof to 
puton royall and coſtly robes,it 
would bce a great reioycingto 
his heart: oh then what ;ovfall 
newes muſt this bee vnto. all re- 
pentant and ſorrowfnll ſinners, 
when the king of heauen and 
earth comes vnto the by death 
and bids them laie downe their 
bodies as ragged and patched 
garments,and preparetheſclues 
to put on the princely robe of 
immortalitie?No tongue can be 
able tocxprelle the excellency 
ofthis molt blcſled and happy 
eſtate. | 
The third meditation is bor- 
rowed from the eſtate of all. the 
. thatare in Chriſt , whether li- 
uing or dying. Hethat dieth be- 
Icewng in Chriſt dicth not 
' forth 


of dying wel; 19 
forth of Chriſt but mhim , ha» 
uving both his bodie and ſoule 
really coupled to Chriſt accor- 
ding to the tenour of the couc- 
nant of grace: and though after 
death body and ſoulebe ſeucred 
one from another, yet neither of 
them are ſeuered or difioyned 


from Chriſt. The contunfion 


* Whichis oncebegun in this life 


remaines eternally. And there- 
fore thoughtheſoule goe from 
the body, & the bodyatſelfe rot 
in thegraue, yet both are ſtill in 
Chnſt , both in'the couenant, 
both in the fauour of god as be- 
fore death, & both ſhal again be 
ioyned togither;the body by the 
vertu'of the former coin&io be=- 
ing raiſed to eternal life: Indeed: 
if this vni6.-with Chriſt were dif- 
ſolued asthe comnttis of body 
&ſouleis,it might be ſve matter- 
of diſcomfort and feare,but the: 
214: F. 2 foun- 
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foundation and ſubſtance of 
 ourmyſticall conjuntion with 
Chriſt both in reſpe& of our | 
bodies and ſoulcs enduring for |} 
cucr, mult needes bea matter of 
exceeding ioy and comfort. ; 
The 4-meditationis,that god 
hath promiſed his ſpeciall, bleſ- | 
ſed , and comfortable preſence 
vnto his ſeruants when they arc 
ſicke or dying , or any way di- 
ſtreſſed . #hen thos paſſeſt tho- 
rough the waters, [ will bee with 
thee (faith the Lord )andebrough 
the s that they doe not oner- 
flowe thee: whenthow walkeſt tho- 
ongh the very fire, thou ſhalt not = 
be burnt , neither ſhall the flame 
kindle upon thee. Nowethe Lord 
doth manifeſt his preſence three 
waies: the firſt is by moderating 
and leſſening the paines & 'tor- 
ments of ficknes & death, as the 
very words of the former pro- | 
miſe 
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miſe doe plainly import. Hence 


it comesto paſle that to many 
menthe ſorrowes and panges of 
death, are nothing ſo gricuous 
and troubleſome, as the atfliti- 
ons & croſſes which are laid on 
themin the courſe of their liues. 
The ſecond way of Gods pre- 
ſence is by an inward & vnſpea- 
kable comfort of the ſpirit , as 


Paul faith, ee reiogce in tribula- Rom. 
tions , knowing that tribulation 5.3.5+ 


bringeth foorth patience, ec. but 
why is this reioycing ? becauſe 
(Gith he in the next wordes) the 
lone of God ts ſhed abroad in our 
hearts by the holy ghoſt. Againe 
Paul hauing m ſome gricuous 
licknes receiued the ſentence of 


death,faith of him(ſelf,that,as the 2. Cor. 
ſufferings of ( hriſt did abound mn 1-5. 


him,ſo Ji conſolation did abound 
through (hriſt. Here then we ſe 
thatwhen carthly comforts faile 

F 4 the 
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the Lord himſclfe drawes neere 

the bed of theick, asit were;vi- 

-- fhting themin his own perſon, & 
miniſtring vnto the refrefhing 

for their Gules:ith bu righ had 

Cant. be holds vp their heads , and with 
21.6 his left hand hee embraceth them, |: 
Thethird meanes of Gods pre- 

| ceis the miniſtery of his good 
Angels,whome the Lord hath 
appointed as keepersand nour- 

ces vnto his ſeruants to hold the 

vp and to beare them in their 

P/.61, armes as nources doe young 
| children, and to bee as a oward 
ynto them againſt the deuil and 

his angels. And al this is verified 
ſpeciallyin fickneſle, at which 
timetheholy angels are noton- 

ly preſent with ſach as feare god 

| butready alſo toreceiue and to 
carric their ſoules into heausg, as 


appearesby the example of La- 
ZAarus. 
And 
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And thus much of the firſt 
dutie which aficke maisto per- 
forme vnto himſelf, namely that 
heemuſt by all meancs poſhble 
arme and ſtrengthen himſelfe a- 
gain{t the feare of death : nowe 
followeth the ſecod duty which 
1s concerning the body : &that 
i5 that all ſicke perſons muſt bee 
carefull topreſcrue health & life 
till God doe wholly take it a- 


way. For Paul faith, None of vs Ro, - 4, 
hineth to himſelfe neither doth any , 8. 


die to him/elfe: for whether we hne, 
we live vnto the Lord, or whether 
we die,we die unto the Lord: whe- 
ther we line therfore or die we are 
the Lords.For this cauſewema 

not doe with ourliues as we wil, 
but wee muſt reſerue the whole 
diſpoſition therofvnto God,for 
whoſe glory we are to liue and, 
die. Andthis temporall life is a 
moſt pretious  jewell , and 
as the common ſaying is, life is 
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very ſweet; becauſe it is giuen to 
yo. for this end, thathe might 
haue ſome ſpace of time where- 
in he might vſcall good meanes 
toattainto live cucrlaſting, Life | 
13not beſtowed on vs, that wee 
ſhould ſpend our daics in our 
luſts & vaine pleaſures, but that 
we might hauc libertie to come 
out of the kingdome of darke- 
Res into the kingdome of grace, 
and from the bondage of ſinne 
into the glorious libertic of the 


ſonnesof GCod:&in this reſpe& 
> cap care muſt be-had of pre- 
eruation of life,till God do call 
vshence. 

In the preſeruation of life 2. 
things muſt bee conſidered: the 
meanes, and the right vſe of the 
meanes. The meanes is good & 
wholcſome phiſicke : which 
thoughit be deſpiſed of many as 


a thing yoprofitable & needles, 
| yet 
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yet muſtit beeſtecmed asan or- 
dinance and bleſſing of God. 
This appeares,becaulethe ſpirit 
of God hath giuen approbation 
ynto it in the Scriptures. When 
it was the $ooe pleaſure of god , -:. 
to reſtore life vnto king Ezeki- ,, 
as, a lumpe of dric figs by the 
prophets appointment was laid 

to his boile and hee was healed. 
Indeed this cure was in ſom ſort 
miraculous , becauſe hee was 

made whole in the ſpace of 2.0r 
3.daics,and the thir, —_ wend 

vp to the temple:yet the bunch of 

figs was a naturall or ordinarie 
medicine or plaiſter ſeruing to Gal. 
ſoften and ripen tumours or 2.4e 
ſwellings in the fleſh. And the «rt.ca- 
-Samaritane is commended for ratina. 
the binding vp & for the pow- Cap. 
ring in of wine and oilc into the L#k. 
woundes of the man that lay19.;4 
wounded betweene Hieruſale 


and 
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Faleſ. and Terico. Now this dealing of 
de ſac. Bis was a right praftife of hiy- 
phileſ. ficke : for the wine ſerucd to 
cap.8#8, cleanſe the wound and to caſe 


thepaine within:and olle ſerued 
to ſupple the fleſh and to af- 
wage the paine without. And 
the Prophet Efai ſeemes to c6- 
mende this phiſicke , when hee 


Ila. :.6 faith , From the ſole of the foote 


there # nothing whole therein, but 
wourds,arud ſwellings,and ſcres ful 
of corruption: they hane not beene 
wrapped nor bonndwp, nor molifi- 
. eawith ozle. And whereas God 
did not command circutpcifion 
of children before the eight day, 
he followed a rule of phyſicke 
obſeruedin all ages, that the hife 
ofthe child is very vncerten till 
the firſt ſeuen daics be expired, 
as we may ſee by the example of 
the childe which Dauid had by 
BPathſabe which diedthe _ | 
Y- 
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day. And vpon the very ſame 4-;t:de 
ground heathen men vſed not };/.avie 
to- name their children before wal. .;, 
* the eight day. Thus then it is 


hs, p 


. manifeſt that the vſe of | -"_ 


is lawfull and commendable. 
Furthermore , that phyſicke 

may be wel applied to the main= 
tenance of health, ſpeciall care 
muſt be had to: make choiſe of 
fech phylitians as are knowne 
to be well learned, and men of 
experience, as alſo of good con- 
ſcience and good religion. For 
as.in other callings., fointhis al. 
ſo,there be ſundry abuſes which' 


may endanger the lives andthe 


. health.of men. Some venter vp- 


on the bare inſpeRion of the v- 
rine, without further direti6 or 
knowledge of the eſtate of the 
ſicke, to preſcribe and miniſter 
as ſhall ſeeme beſt vnto the. But 
the learned in this faculty. plain- 


ly 


228 Theright way 
Forre, ly auouch, that this kind of dea- 
de ri, ling tendes rather to kill then to 
audicizs cure; and that ſundrie men are 
kb.z. indeed killed thereby. For iudg- 
Lmg.l. ment by the vrine 1s molt de- 
2. epi. ceitfull : the water of him that is 
4:. fickeot apeſtitent feaucr cuen 
vnto death, lookes for ſubſtance 
and colour as the water of a 
whole man: and ſo doththe wa- 
ter of them that are ſicke of a 
quartane or of any other inter- 
mitting feauer ; ſpecially if they 
haue vfed a dyet fromthe 
beginning : asalfo of them that 
have the pleurchie, or the infli- 
mation ofthe Jungs,or the Squi- 
nancie, oftentimes when bor 
are neare death. Nowthen con- 
fidering the waters of ſuch as 
are at the point of death, ap- 


"y OTIS 


peares as the vrines of haile and 


found men; one and the ſame v- 
zine may forefignfie both life 
| n 


and 
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anddeath , and be a fione of di- 
uers,nay of contrarie diſcaſes. A. 
thinne, crude , and pale vrine in 
them that be in health,is a token 
of want of digeſtion : but in the 
that are ſicke ofa ſharpe or bur- 
ning ague, it betokens the fren- ' 
fie, and is a certen figne of death. 
Againe, others there be that 
thinke it a ſmall matter to make 
experiments of their deuifed 
medicines vpon the bodies of 
ther patients, wherby the health 
which they hoped tor is either 
hindered or much decaied. 
Thirdly, there be others which 
miniſtcr no phyſick at any time, 
or vſc phlebotomie without the 
direction of iudiciall Aſtrolo- 
gie: but if they ſhall follow this 
courſe alwaies, they muſt needs 
kill many a man. Put the caſe 
that a man full bodied is taken 
with a pleureſie,the moone bee- 
wg 
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ing in Leone,what muſt be don? || | 

The learned in this art ſay, he .}| | 

mult preſently be let blood: but || | 

by Aſtrologie a ſtay mult be } 

made,till the moone D remoo- 

ued from Leo the houſe of the 

ſunne: but by that time the im- | 

poſtume wil beſo much encrea- 

fed by the gathering togither of | 

the humours, that :t can neither 

be diſlolued nor ripened : and 

by this meanes the ſicke partie 

wanting helpe intime , ſhall die 

either by inflammation, or by 

the conſumption of the lungs. 

1b, >. Againe , when a man is ficke of || 
iþ.z5. the Squinancie,or of the feauer 

P called Syzach.the moone then 

See Ga- being in malignant aſpeRts with 

mvettus any of the infortunate planets 

caled (as Aſtrologers vſe to ſpeake)if 

Amicus letting of blood be deferred till 

medico- the moone be freed from the 

r11m. foreſaide aſpetts , the partie dies 

in 
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inthe meane ſeaſon. Therefore 
they are farre wide thatminiſter 
purgations and let bloode no 0- 
therwiſe then theyare counſel- 
led by the conflitution of the 
ſtarres, whereas it is a farre bet- 
ter courſe to conſider the mat- 
ter of the diſeaſe, with the diſpo- 
ſition and ripening of it; as alſo 
the courſes and ſymptomes and 
criſis thereof. This beeing ſo, 


: there is good cauſe that ſicke 


1 mend the care of 


| men ſhould as well be carefull 


to make choiſe of meete Phyſt- 
tians to whom _ might com- 
their health, as 
they are carefull to make choiſe 
of lawyers for their worldl 
ſuites, and Diuines for caſes of 
conſcience. | 
Furthermore, all men muſt 


' here be warned to take heede, 


that they vie not ſuch meanes as 


 haucnowarrant. Of this kinde 


arc 
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are all charmes orſpells,of what 
words ſocuer they conſiſt : cha- 


raters and figures cither in pas 
per,wood,or waxe: all amulets, 
and ligatures , which ſerue to 
hang about the necke or other 
arts of the bodie, except they 
grounded vpon ſome good 
naturall reafon; as white peonie 
hung about the necke , is good 
again(t the falling ficknes : and 
woolfe-dung tied to the bodie 
is good againſt the chollicke, 
not by any inchantment, but by 
inward vertue. Otherwiſe they 
are all vaine and ſuperſtitious : 
becauſe neither by creation, nor 
by any ordinice in Gods word, 
bane they any power to cure a 
bodily diſeaſe. For wordes can 
doe no more but ſignifie, and 
figures can doe no more but re- 
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preſent. And yet neuertheleſſe 


theſe vnlawſull and abſurde 


mcanes 


| 


| 
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meanes are morevied & ſought 
for of common people, then 
good phylicke, But it ſtands all 
men greatly in hand in no wiſe 
to ke forth to inchanters, and 
forcerers, which indeed are but 
witches and wizzardes, though 
they are commonly called cun- 
ning or wiſe men and women. 
It were better for a man to die 
of his facknes, then toſecke re- 
couerie by ſuch wicked perſons. 
For if any turne after ſuch as 
worke with previ and after ſooth- 
ſajers , to goe an whoring after 
them ,the Lord will fet his face a- © 
gainſt them , and cut them off from 
among hu people. When Acha- 
zia wasficke , heſent to Baalze- 
bub to the god of Ekron to- 
know whether he ſhould reco- 
uer 'or no: as the meſſengers 
were going, the Prophet Elias 


| Ietthem, and ſaid , Goe and re+ 


IT we 
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turne to-the King which ſent you, 
and ſay wnto him, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Is it not becanſe there ts no 

1. king. God mn Iſrael, that thow ſends to 

'® inquire of Baalzebub the god of 
Ekron ? therefore thou ſhalt not 
come downe from thy bed on which 
thou art gone v , but ſhalt axe the 
death, Therefore ſuch kinde of 
helpe is ſo farre from curing a- 
ny paine orſicknes,thatit rather 
doubleth them and faſteneth 
them vponvs. 

Thus much of the meanesof 
health: now followes the maner 
of vſing the meanes ;' concer- 
ning which, three rules muſt be 
followed. Firſt of all , he that is 
to take phyſick, muſt not onely 
prepuchis bodice, as phyſitians 
doc preſcribe ; but hemull alſo 

repar& his ſoule by: humbling 
Linſelfe vnder the hand of god : 
in this ſickeneſle for his ſinnes, ' 
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and make earneſt praier to god 
for the pardon of them belies 
any medicine comein his body. 
Now that this order ought to 
be vied appeares plainely in 
this ,that ſickneſle ſprings ' Ban 
our ſinnes as from a root; which 
ſhould firſt of all be ſtocked vp, 
that the branches might more 
ealily die, And therefore Afa 
commended for many other 
things, is blamed for this by the 
holy Ghoſt, that he ſought not , 
to the Lord , but to the phyfiti- 
ans,& put his truſt in them. Of- 
tentimes it comes.to paſle, that 
diſeaſes. curable in themſelues, 
are made incurable by the ſinnes 
and the impenitencie ofthe par- 


| tie:and therefore the beſt way is 
\ forthemthatwould haue eaſe, 
| when God begjnsto correct the 


by ſicknes, then alſo tobeginto 


; humble themſclues for all their 


finnes,, 
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finnes,and turne vnto God. 


The ſecond ruleis, that when 
we haue pope our ſclues, * 


and are abont to vfe phyficke 


we muſt ſanRtifie it by the word + 
1.7 wn. of God andpraier,as we do our 
#-3- meate and drinke. For by the 


word we muſt haue our war- 
rant, that the medicines preſcri- 
bed are lawfull and good ; and 
by-praicr wee mult intreatthe 
Eord for a blefling vpon them, 
im reſtoring of heaith,if it be the 
good will of God. 

The third ruleis, that wee 
mult carrie in mindetheright & 
my cende of | inp , leaſt 


wedeceiue our ſelues. We muſt 


. not therefore thinke that phy- 


ficke ſerues topreuent olde age 
or death it ſelte. For that isnot 
poſtible, becaafe God: hath fet 
downe that all men ſhal'dieand 


be changed. And life confiſtsin 


atem- 
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a temperature and proportion 
of natural heat and radical moi- 


4 ſture; which moiſture beeing 


once conſumed by the former 


| heat, is by art vnrepairable; and 
1 therefore death mult needs fol- 


low. But the true ende of phy- 
ficke is to continue and leng- 
then the life of man to his natus 


"rall period; which is. when na» 


ture , that hath bin long preſer- 
ued by all poſſible meanes, is 
now wholly ſpent.Now this pe- 
riod, though it cannot be leng- 
thened by any skill of man, yet 
may it eafily be ſhortned, by in- 


temperance in diet, by * drun- * 7ytey. 
kennes , and by violent diſeaſes. cyranens 
But care muſt be had to auoide carnifex., 


all fuch enils, that the little lam 
of corporall life may burne ti 
tgoe out =— _ or _— 
ry ſpace of time isthe very day 
of grace &ſaluation:and where- 
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as god in iuſtice might haue cut 
vs offand have vtterly deſtroy- 
ed vs, yet in great mercic hee 
giues vsthus much time,that we 
might prepare our ſeluesto- his 
kingdome:which time when it 
1s onceſpent,if a man would re- 
deemeit.with the price of tenne 
thouſand worldes hee cannot 
haue it. 

And to conclude this point 
touching philicke , I will here 
ſet down two eſpecial duties of 
the phifition himſelfe. The firit 
1s,that in the want.and defe&t of 
ſuch as areto put fſicke men in 
minde oftheir ſinnes, it is a duty 
ſpecially concerning him,he be- 
ing a member of Chriſt, to ad» 


uertiſe his patiets that they muſt | 


trucly Iumble themſclues, and 


pray feruently to God for the | 
pardon of all their ſinnes: and | 


{arely this duty would be more 
2 Com» 
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commonly praiſed thenitis,if 
all phiſitians <1d conſider that 
oftentimes they want good ſuc- 
ceſlcin their ; Bras , Hot be- 
cauſe there is any want in atte 
or good will, but becauſe the 
partie with whome they deale 1s 
npenitent. The ſeconc duties, 
when he ſecs manifeſt ſignes of 
death in his patient , not to de- 
partconcealing them , but firſt 
of all to certific the patient ther- 
of. There may bee and is too 
much nicenes in fuch conceale- 
ments,and the plaine tructh in 
this caſe knowne, is very profi- 
table. For when the partie is 
certen of his end,it bereaues him 
of all confidence in earthly 
things, & makes him putall his 
afftance in the meere mercie of 
God. When Ezechias was fick, 
the Prophet ſpeakes plainely to 
him, and faith , Ser thine houſe 

G 1 $93 
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BN in order:for thou muſt die. And 
| what good wee may reape by 
| knowing certainly that we haue 
receiued the ſentence of death, - 
| | Paul ſheweth when he faith, Ye | 
Wa Cr. receined the ſentence of death in 
' #9». our ſelues, becauſe we ſhould not 
truſt in our ſelnes, but in God that 
raiſeth the dead, 
Having thus ſcene what bee 
the duties of the ficke man to 
himſelfe,let vs now ſee what bee 
the duties which hee oweth to 
his neighbour;and they are two. 
Thefirſt is the dutie of reconci« 
hation, whereby heeis freely to 
foroiue all men,and to defire to 
be | curva of all . Intheolde 
- teſtament when a man was to 
offcr a bullocke or lambe in (a- 
crifice to God, he muſt leave his 
offering at the altar, and fiſt go 
and bee reconciled to his bre- 


abzen, if they had ought __ | 


xx 


1 


] 
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tim:mnch more then muſt this 
be done, when wee are in death: 
to offer vp ourſelues , our bo- 
dics and ſoules,as anacceptable 


facrifice vnto God . 2xeftion. 


* Whatifa man! cannot come to 


the ſpeech of them with whome: 
he would be reconciled;or if he 
doe,what if they will not be re- 
conciled.efſw. When any ſhal 
in their ſickeneſle ſeeke and de- 
fire reconciliation , and'cannot 
obtaine it , either becauſe the 
parties are abſent , or becauſe 
they will not relent; they haue 
diſcharged their conſcience,and- 
God will accept their will for 
the deede. As put caſe,a mary 
lying ficke on hisdeath- bedde, 
1sat enmitie with one thatis be- 
yondethe ſea; ſo as hee cannot 
p_ haue any ſpeech with: 

im,if he would nener ſo faine,. 
G 3 how 
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howe ſhall hee ſtaie his minde? 
why,he muſt remember that in 
this caſe,a will and deſire to bee 
reconciled, is reconciliation it 
ſclfe. 

The ſeconddutieis that thoſe 
which are rulers & gouernours 
of others,mult haue care & take 
order that their charges com- 
mitted to them by God, bee left 
in Toodelſtate after their death: 
& here come three duties to bee 
handled; the firſt ofthe Magi 
ftrate, the ſecond of the Mini- 
ſter, the third of the Maſter of 
the family. The Magiſtrats du- 


tic is,before hee die to prouide, - 


as muchas he can,for the godly 
& peatcable eſtate of the town, 
cittie, or common-wealth : and 
thatis done partly by procuring 
the maintenance of found religi- 
on and vertue, and partly by c- 
ſtabliſhing 


+ - 
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ſtabliſhing of the execution of 
ciuil juſtice and outward peace» 
| Examples of this practiſe in 


ſes was an hundred and twentie ,,,, 
. yeare olde, and was no more a« 


leto gocin and out before the 
eople of Iſracl, he called them 
fore him , and ſignified th:t 

the time of his departure was at 

| hand, and thereupon tookeor- 
der for their wel-fare after his 
death. And firſt of all heplaced 
Joſua ouer the in his{tead, tobe 


their guid to the promiſedland: 


L 


ſec6dly, he gtues ſpeciall charge 
* toallthe peop!'e,to be valiant & 


| couragious __ their ene- 


| mites, and to obey the comman- 


dements of God . And Ioſua 7?/-23- 


follows the ſame courſe. For he 
callsthe people togither, & tells 
them that the time of his death is 
a hand, & giues thema charge 

G 3 to 


Gods word are theſe. Whe Mo» qe. 
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to be couragious, and to wor- 


ſhip the true God: which done, 
hee endes his daics as a worthy 
captaine. Vhen king Dauid 
was to goe the way of all fleſh, 
andlay ficke on his death bed; 
heplaced his owne ſon Salom6 
vpon his throne , & giues him 
charge, both for maintenance of 
religion, and excquution of ju- 


e. 
. Theduty of Miniſters when 
they are dying is,asmuch asthey 
can,to caſt and provide for the 
continuance ofthe good eſtate 
of the Church ouer which they 
are placed. Conſider the exam- 
ple of Peter: / will (faith he) v- 
deauour alwaies, that yee alſo may 
be able te hane remembrance of 
theſe things after my departare. If 
this had bin well obſerued,there 


could not haue bin ſuch aboun- | 


dance ofſchiſimes , errours , and 


here- 


| 
| 


] 
, 


| 
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hereſtes as hath beene , and the 
Church of God could nothaue 
ſuffered fo great hauocke . Bur 
} becauſe me haue had more care 
to maintaine perſonall ſucceſlis, 
1 thenthe right ſucceſſion, which 
ſtandes in the doArine of the 
Prophets and Apoſtles: there- 
fore wolues have come into the 
| Foomes offaithfull teachers,and | 
the Apoſtaſic of which Paul ef. 
ſpeaks, hath ouerſpread the face 89-29: 
| ofthe Charch. 2.Th. 
| Thirdly, houſholders muſt 2-2: 
- _—_ —_ in —_ before 
they die,asthe Prophet Efay fai- ,,. . 
| ho Ezechiah , $4 thine houſe Haz? 
in order: for thou muſt die.For the py 
| proom_s of good order in the 
; family afterdeath , two thinges 
| aretobeedone. The firſt con- 
| cernes this hife, and thatis to di- 
| = of landes and goods. And 
that this may be wer” pak wiſely 
| G 4 done 
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done;ifthe Will bee vnmade, it 
is with godly aduiſe and coun- 


ſcllto bee made in the time of -. 


ſickneſle; according to the pra- 


Qiſe of auncient & worthy me. | 


Abrahi before his death makes 
his will, & giucs legacies: ſo did 


* IGac;zand Iacob, in whoſe laſt 


will & teſtament are contained 
_ worthy bleſſingsand pro- 
pheſies of the eſtate of his chil- 


" dren. And Chriſt our Sauiour 


when hee was vpon the croſle 
prouided for his mother, ſpeci- 
ally commending her to his di- 
ſciple John whome hee loved. 
And indeede this dutie of ma- 
king a will, is a matter of great 
weight and importance: tor it 
cuts offmuch hatred and con- 
tention in families, and it ſtaics 
many ſuites in Jawe . It is not 
therefore alwaiesa matter of 1n- 
differencie,which may bedone 
or 


4 
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- or not done , as many falſe! 

thinke,who vpon blind and Fd 
niſter refpe&s abſtaine from 
' making wills , either becauſe 
their wealth ſhould not bee 
knowne,or becauſe they would 
hauetheir decaicd eſtate to bee 
; concealed;or becauſe they feare 
they ſhall dic the ſooner if the 
will be once made. 

Now though the making of 
wills belong to another place 
and profeſſion, yet ſo much may 
bee ſpoken here as the hol 
Ghoſt hath vttered inthe —_ 
and that I will reduce to certen 
rules. The firſt is, that the will 
muſt be made according tothe 
lawe of nature , and the written 
word of God,and the good and 
wholeſome poſitiue Jawes of 
that kingdom or cuntry wherof 


| | a man isa member. Thewiilof 


zod muſt be the rule of mans 


wit. 
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is made againſt any of theſe, is 
faultic . The ſecond is, that f 
goods euill gotten be not reſto- 
red before,they muſt cuen then 
be reſtored by will , or by ſome 
other way . Itisthe prattife of 
couctous me to bequeath their 
foules when they die to God, & 
withall co bequeath their goods 
euill gottento their children & 
friendes 3 which in all equitic 
Boe _ —_— to _ 
co wnome ong. Yneſt. 
Howeifa —_ —_— tell 
him that his goods becuill got- 
ten, and hee knowes not where, 
or to whome to make reſtituti- 
on. As/. The caſe is commen,&c 
the anſwere is this. When heis 
known whom thou haſt wrog- 
ed,reſtore tohim particularly:if 
the partic be vnknown ,or dead, 
reſtore to his executors or al- 


fignes, 


will. And therefore the will that | 
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| fignes,or to his next kin:ifthere 

be none, yet keepe not goods c- 

nill gotten-to thy ſelfe , but re- 

ſtore to God, that is, inway of 
 'xecompence and cinil ſatisfa&ti- 

on, beſtow them on the church 

or common wealth . The third 

rule is, that heades of families 

mult principally beſtowe their 
zoods on their owne children, 

and them that be of their kind- 
red.This man ({aith God to A- 
braham of Elcazer a ſtranger) '* 
ſhalt not be thine heive, but the ſon i 
which ſal come of thy loynes. And 

this was Gods commandement 

to the Iſraclites; that when any ww. 
man dies, his ſonne ſhould bee 27-#- 
hisheire,and ifhe had no ſonne, ' 7+ 
then his daughter: & if hee haue 

no daughter, then his brethren: 

and if he haueno brethren,then 

his fathers brethren : and if that 

there bee none, then the next 


of 


Rom 


17. 
4. Tim. 


CAP. 8. 
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of the kinne whoſocuer. And 


P Paul ſaith, /f ye be ſoxnes,then al- 
* "ſo beyres:and againe, He that pro< | 


vides not for his owne , andnamely 


for them of bus honſhold, t#wor ſe 


then an infidell. Therefore it is a 
fault for any man to alienate his 
goods orlandes , wholly and fi- 
nally from his blood and poſte- 
ritie. Ttis athing which the very 


9 lawof natureit ſelfe hath con- 


thing in reſpe& to therelt; as 
tzough the eldeſt were borne to 
be gentlemen , and yonger bre- 
thren borne to beare the wallet. 
Yet in equitie the eldeſt muſt 
haue more then any; cuen be- 


cauſe he is the eldeſt, & becauſe F- 


ſtocks and families in their per- 
ſons are to be maintained ;and | 


becauſe there muſt alwaies be 


ſome that muſt be fitte to doe | 
ſpeciall 


youen ſeruice in the peace of 
the common weale, or in the 


timeof warre : which could not 
be , if goods ſhould becqually 
parted to all. Thefourthand laſt 


rule is, that no Willis of force x7,,, ,. 
till the teſtatour be dead, for fo , 


long as he is aliue he may alter 
and change it. Theſerules muſt 
beremembred,becaule they are 
recorded in Scripture; the ope- 
ning of other points and:cir- 
cumſtances belongeth to the 
profeſſion of the law. 

The ſecond dutic of the ma- 
{ter of the familie concerneth 
the ſoules of ſuch as be vnder 
his gouernment : and that isto 
zive charge to them , that they 
| learne,belecue,, and obey the 
true religion, that is,the doQrin 
of Saluation ſet downe in the 
writings of the Prophets & A- 
poltles. The Lord himſelfe c6- 

__ mends A- 


Gen, 
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Abrakam for this : /[k»ow eL. 


18. 19, 6raham,(aith he, that he will com- 


4. king. 
2. read 


all. 


mand his ſonnes , and his houſpold 
after him, that they keepe the way 
of the Lord to doe righteouſnes & 
indeement, And Dauid giues Sa- 
lomon on his death bed a moſt 
notable and folemne charge,the 
ſumme and ſubſtance whereof 
is, to-know th: God of his fa- 
thers, and to ferue him: which 
becing done, he further com- 
mends him to God by praier : 
for which purpoſe the 7 2. pſal. 
was made. This praQtiſe of his is 
tobe followed of all. Thus go- 
uernours, when they ſhall care- 
fully diſpoſe of their goods, and 
giue charge to their poſteritie 
touching the worſhip of God, 
Hall greatly honour God dy- 
ng as well as living. 
Hitherto I haue intreated of 
the twofold preparation which 
"y 


| 


j 
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| isto goebefore death: now fol- 


lows the ſecond part of Dying- 
well , namely the diſpoſition in 
death. This diſpolition is no- 
thing els but a religious and ho- 
ly behauiour ſpecially towardes 
God , When we are in or neare 
the agonie and pang of death. 


' This behauiour containes three 


fpecialt duties. The firlt is,to die 
in or by faith. To die by faithis, 
when a man in thetime of death 
doth with all his heart rely him- 
ſelfe wholly on Gods fpeciall 
loue and fgquour and mercie in 
Chriſt, as it is reucaledin the 
word. And though there beno 
part ofmans life void of iuſt oc 
cahons whereby wee may put 
fathin praGtiſe , yet the ſpeciall 
time of ll is the pang of death, 
when friendes, and rickes, and 
pleaſures, and the outward ſen- 


les,& temporall life,& all _ 
os 
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ly helpes forfake vs. For then 


true faith maketh vsto go whole 


ly out of our ſelues , and to de- 
foatre of comfort and faluation 
1m reſpe of any earthly thing ; 
& with all the power & ſtregth 
of the heart toreſt on the pure 
mercie of God. This made Lu- 
ther both thinke and ſay , that 
men were beſt Chriſtians in 
death. An example of this faith 
we haue in Dauid , who when 
he ſaw nothing before his eyes 
but preſent death, the people in- 


1.$am,tendingto [tone him, comforted 
39.6. hbim-at that very inſtant (as the 


text ſaith) i: che Lord bis God. 
And this comfort hereaped, in 
that by faith he applied vnto his 


owne {oulethe merciful promi- 
ſes of God; as he teſtifieth of 


P/ 1 :g himſelfe; Remember(ſaith he)the 
| $0. pr om e made to thy ſernant,wher- 


in thou haſt cauſed me to truft. It is 
Wt 
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| my comfort in trouble: for thy pro- 

| wiſe bath quickned me. Againe, 

| 17 fieſb failed and my heart al/o, P[e7 3 
but God is the ſtrength of my * 6, 

| heart , and my portion for ener. 


Now looke what Dauid here 
did, the ſame mult cuery one of 
vs doein the like caſe. When the 
Iaclites in the wildernes were 70-3: 
ſtung with fierie ſerpents, and '+ 
lay at the point of ; wry they 
looked vp to the brafen ſerpent 
which was ereRed by the ap- 
pointment of God, and were 
preſently healed : cuen ſo when 
any man feelcs death to drawe 
nere, & his fterie {ting to pierce 
the heart, he mult fixe the cye 
of a true and lively faith vpon 
Chriſt, exalted and crugihed on 
the croſle , which beeing done, 
he ſhall by deathenter into eters 
nall life. 
Now becauſe true faith isno 
$ dead thing, it muſt beexpreſled 


OV. 
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by ſpeciall ations; the princi- 
pall whereof is inuocation, 
whereby cither prrier or thik(- 
euing 15 directed _vnto God. 
When death had ſeazed vpon 
the bodie of Tacob, he raiſed vp 
himſclfe, and turning his face 
towards the beddes head, leaned 
onthe top of his ſtaffe by rea- 
fon of his feeblenes, and praied 
vnto God : which praier of his 
was an excellent fruit of his 


11.22: faith. Iobs wife m the middeſt 


of his affliction ſaid vnto him to 


[ob 2.9 Very good purpoſe, Bleſſe God 


ard ae . I know and graunt that 
the wordes are commonly tran- 
ſlated otherwiſe , (#r/e God and 
dic:but(as I takeit)the former is 
the beſt. For it isnotlike that in 
ſo excellent a familie , any one 
perſon, much leſſe a matrene 
and principal gouernour there- 


of would give ſuch lewde and 
wretched 


— 
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wretched counſell ; which the 
moſt wicked man vpon earth 
hauingno morcbut the light of 
nature would not once giue,but 
rather much abhorre and con- 
' demne. Andthough Iob cal her 
a foolſh woman, yet he doth it 
not becauſe (hee went about to 
perſwade him to blaſpheme 
God; but becauſe ſhee was of 
the minde of Tobs friends , and 
*thought that heſtood tomuch 


| inaconceit of his ownerighte- - 
ouſnes. Now.the effe&t & mea- ; 


2 Doeſt 
4 hou C0 
f1918e yet 


| a2 #n thine 
ning of her counſell is this: _ oprighe= 


God, thatis, husband;, no do 

thou art by the extremitic of 
thine afflition at deaths: dore; 
therefore begin now at length 
to lay aſide E great ouerwee- 


nes,V.9» 


FP 


ning which thou haſt of thine 
owne rightcouſnes'; acknow. 
ledge the hand of God vpon 

thee for thy linnes, cofcelſe them 


vnto 
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vnto him giving him the ors, 
pray for e pardon of them, & 
endethy daics. 'This counſellis - 
good and to be followed 

of all : though it may bethe ap- 
plying of it (as lob well percci- 
ved) mixed with follie. 

Here it may be alledged that 
m the pangs of death men want 
their ſenſes and conuenient vt- 
terance , and therefore that they 
are vnableto pray. A»ſ:The ve- 
ry [ighes, ſobs, and grones of a 
repentant and belecuing heart 
are praiers before God, cuen as 
effeAuallas if they were vttered 
by the, beſt voice in the world. 
Praier ſtands in the affeAtion of 
thecheart;, the: voice is but an 
outward meſſenger therof. God 
lookes not ypon | the ſpeech but 


P/: 10. vpon theheart.Dauid faith, God 
1 7. and heares the deſire of the poore : a- 


145.19 IEES he will fulfill t al the de- 


fre ; 
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fres of them. that heare him-: 
yea their very teares are loud 
and ſounding praiers in his 
carcs. 

Againe, faith may otherwiſe 
be expreſſed by the Laſt wordes, 
which for the moſt part in them 
that haue truly ſerued God, are 
very excellent and comfortable 
and full of grace : ſome choile 
examples whereof I will re- 
hearſe for inſtruQtions ſake and 


for imitation. The 1aſt words of Gen.4g. 


Iacob were thoſe whereby as a 
Prophet he forctolde bleſſing 
and curſes vpon his children : 
and the principall antong the 


reſt were thele , The ſcepter ſhall y,,; o, 


wot depart from Inda,and the law- 
giner from betweene his feete till 
Shilo come : and, O Lora, I hawe 
waited for thy ſatuation. The laſt _ 
wordes of Moſes are his moſt 
_ excellent ſong (et downe Deus. 
| chap. 


A 
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chap. 3 2.andthe laſt wordes of - 


Dauid were theſe, The ſpirit of 
the Lord ſpake by me 1 word 
2. Sam, 194 in my tongue:the God of Iſrael 


2 3s ſpake to me , the ſtrength of Iſrael ' | 


ſaide , Beare rule oner men, &c. 

The words of Zacharias the ſon 

of Ichoida,when he was {toned 

2. (br. were » The Lord looke wpon it and 


34. 22- require it. Thelaſtwords of our , 


Sauiour Chriſt when he was 
dying vpon the croſlc, aremoſt 
admirable, and ſtored with a- 


bundance of ſpirituall grace. 1. * 


Ink.2; To his father he ſaith, Father, 
_ forgine them , they know not what 
By they doe. 2. to the thicfe, Vereh 
_—_ fay wnto thee , this night ſhalt thou 
Job.r9 Cudarm Pet e. 2. to his 
4 '.* mother, Mother, behold thy ſon: 
<27* andto Tohn, behold thy mother. 
andin his agonie, Ay God,m 
Cer, God why haſt - nr rub me. Ky 


47.46. andearneſtly deſiring our falua- 


tion, 
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-| tion, /chirſt. 6. and when he had /o%.19. 
made perfect ſatisfation, /t # fi- 20. 
ned. 7. and when bodice and v- 30. 
foule were parting , Father , into Lak.2 3. 
I thy handes 1 commend my ſpirit. 48. 

T The laſt words of Steuen were, «M.9. 
1, Behold , I ſee the heauens open 56. 
and the ſonne of man ſtanding at 
the right hand of God. 2. Lord Ie» 59. 

| ſareceine my peri 3.Lord lay not 60. 
this ſmne to their charge. Of Po- &»/./.4. 

carpe, T how art 4 true God cap. 15+ 
without lying,therfore in all things 
"I [pratſe thee , and bleſſe thee, and 
glorifi thee by the eternall God & 
th Prieſt Ieſuus Chriſf thine one- 
h beloned ſonne , by whome and 
with whome to thee and the holy 
ſpirit, be all glorie now and for e- 
xer, Of Tonatius,/ care not what 
kind of death 1 die: I am the bread Eyſ. 3. 
of the Lord and muſt be ground cape39. 
with the teeth of lyons , that Im : 
be cleane bread for Chriſt who - 
ime 


\ 
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the bread of life for mee. Of Am- 


Pauli- broſe,l have not ſo ledde my hfe 
J mu in among you as if f were aſhamed to 
vita e= bine:netther doe I feare death be- 
us. Cauſe wee hane agood Lord. Of 
Auguſtine, 1. He is 0 great man 

that thinkes it a great matter that 

trees and ſlones fall and mortal mt 
E:e.2.t1uft art thon, O Lord, and 

., righteous u thy taigement . Of 

P ofſid. Bernard, r. An admonition to his 
muvud brethren that they woul4grounde 
mw the anchor of their farth and hope 


inte ſafe and ſure porte of Goa's 
mercy. 2. Becauſe (ſaith he) as | 
ſuppoſe f cannot leane unto you d- 
ny choice exaples of refigion, | co- 
mend three to bee imitated of you, 


- which [ remember that Thaxe 0b- 
ſerned in the race which I hane 


run 44 much a poſſibly I contd. 1,1 


gue leſſe heed to mine own ſenſe & 


reaſon then to the ſenſe and reaſon 
of other men.2 When I was hmt | 


fangs: 


ofdying well. 163 
fonght not renenge 01 him that aid 


the hurt.;. 1 had care tp. giue of- 
fence to no man,and if it felf out 0 
therwiſe,[ tooke it amay as Teould. 
OfZwinglius,when in the freld 
he was wounded'vnder the chin 
witha ſpeare;zO what hap: ts this? Olweld, 
go to,they may kill my boay, butt my 19001 
| | ſonle they cannot. Ot Occolipa- 
* | dins, 1. Arexhortation to tbe mi- 
r | niſterrof the Church to maintaine 
- | the prrutie of dofirine , to ſhewe 
» | forth an example of. honeft' and 
r | godly conner/atiogte be conſtant 
/ | patiet wander the croſſe.2.Of bims+ 
. | ſelfe.hereas I am charged to bee 
- || acorrupter of the trueth , 1 weigh 
, | it not; nowe I am going tothe tris 
- | #nnall of (hrift and that with good 
e || couſcience'by the grace of Gog,aud 
I | there.it ſhall bee manifeſt that I 
+ || #4ne not ſeduced the. ( hurch . Of 
» || !hismy ſaying & coteſtatia,[eqhe 
[ | J*#@ witneſſes ,and I canfirme.it 
94 H x with 


noo. a©Þuwe-. ld 


164 Theright way 
with this my laſt breath.3. To his 
children, Lone God the father: & 
turning himſelf to his kinsfolks: 

Thane bod you (faith he)with this 

conteſtation:you (which they heare 
and bane de(ired) ſhall doe your ins 
deanonr , that theſe my children 
may be godly, and peaceable, and. 
true.4.to his friende comming 
vnto him , hat ſhall I ſay vnto. 
yon? Newes, I ſhall be ſhortly with. 
Chriſt my Lord.5. beeing asked: 
whetherthe. light. did not trou- 

ble him , touching his. breaſt; 
there t hpht enough faith he.6.he- 
rchearſed the whole one and fif- 
tie plalme with deepe ſighes fr6. 
the bottome of his reals, 7.ali-- 
tleafter, Save mee Lord leſw.Of 
Luther, CH heavenly Father, 

God and father. of our Lord leſua 
{hriſt end God of all cofort, I gine 
thee thaks thut thou haſt renealed 


vnto we thy /on leſiu Chrift, whit 
A 1 han 


ofdying well. 


15; 


Thaxe beleened, whome I haze pro- 
feſſed,whome I hane loked, whome 


thaxe praiſed, whome the c 
FR eadebe whale — 
of the wick-d par fecuteth and rens-- 
leth;. I praie po my Lord leſus 
C CO receine: my pou foule : my 
aventy father, whey, x 1 be taken 
yo _ hife, & this bogke of pine- 
#to belaid downs.yet I know corte- 
h that I fraltremainwith thee for- 
exer,neithey ſhal any be able to _ 
me out of thy had. 'Of Hooper, 0 
Lord lefis fon of Dania bawe mer. - 
cy 01 we aud receiue: my ſowle , Of- 
Annas Burgms,. For/ake mee noe 
O Lord, leaſt. I forſake thee. Of 
MclanRhon, Jf it bee the will of © 
Ged, [ am willing to dicand I be-- 
ſeech bim that he will grant mee « 
toyfull departas + aOfCalames.. 


7 held my. tongae hntawfe thowilerd ' * * 


haſt done it. 1. 1 mmatrned:s5 & dove. 
| Shes "18 me'ta = 
2: #87 
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fa it fu Pk, me becauſe it «thy 
E Peter Martyr,thathu 
rar dy was weake, but bismmae was 
= that he acknawledged no life 
or ſaluation but only in Chrift who 
was ginen of the father to be are 
deemer of mankind: and when hee 
had confirmed. this by Leſtumonicof 
Soripenre," hee added, This ts 
Frith in which. F will, nnd 
will deſtroy them that teach othere+ 
wiſe: This, done, he ſhooke hids 
with all and ſaid , Farewell m 
brethren and deere friendes ; It 
werecafie to quote more exi» 
poue but theſe, fewe may beeiv 
cad ofmany:andtheſummeof 
all that godly meſpeal: in death, 
1s this, Soneenh htened with a 
Ppropheticalſpiritforeteilthings 
toxconie, hy e Patiarkes'Jacob 


Je. 59-anid Tofephdid;andthert haue 


24. 25- bir fome which: by name haue 


_s wo. —_ wery ſhort- 
ly 


ofdying wel. - [71 
ly come after them,, and who 

yld renainealyc., and what 
ſhould betheix coodyion:fome 
haue ſheweda- wonderfyll mes 
morie, ofthyngs.'paſt,as of theix 
former life , and of the benefits 
of Gavd; andno donbrit is giue 


. 


theni-19 Rir.yp holy, affeAiqns 
and thanksgiymgto God;ſamg 


aifie» rightly, wdeing of the 
Jong hor a. þ eltate 
for a better, doe reioice excee- 
dinglythatthey muſt bectran- 
"ar raſh th t0 yore 

5. ; -1VIarxryr . Or, ! 

when his head _— to CR 
ped off, Rerwrne(laith he) 0 my 
ſouls pnto, thy reſt: becauſe the Jord 
hath bleſſed thee:becauſe they haſt 


deligexed, my ſoule. from death, P/-116. 


fro falling, N\ba{l walks befqre Ter 
houa in the land of the lining; And 
lomeothers ſpeak ofthe waa" 
3 0 


ming Sos from teares and my foote 7,8. 


Sfti —_— of 
of thivIe,ofthe iaravirintion 
HC KiomeveFdeurofit be: 
i 7 bfe,! of the 
coihfort "of the: holy Ghott 
Which they feele,ofAliciy Gears 
fure _ Chrift.:- - | 
== rn thinks 
fig Ranks of death faich: __ 
cent fprechaybewartnitzand 
Ih the (R254 thirevfattte ra 
Vſcd:eAnfw. We thult = 
the kind of ficlnes whereof the 
die, Whether it bee mwbre'cafile 
or visfent; for violent Titknelt 
is vſudlly 'actoitipanied' With 
frenſies , "ind with :vnſcenitly 
motions ad ceſtures,whiekvwe 
areto takein £ ood part euenin 
this regard, becatife:wee our 
{clues maybe” in thehkeeaſ 
Thus rhwch of the firſd 'dery 
Which is to di en faith*theſe- 
cond'is to die in'obedience:o- 


therwifc our death' cannot bee 


accep- | 


feare and conſtraint, as flauesto 
amaſter,and not of lone as chil- 
dren to afather. Nowe to-dic in 
obedience is, when-a-man is:wil- 


lingand readio and-defirous to 


goc outofthis world whenſoe- 


ver God ſhall calthim,and:that 


without murmuring':or rept- 
-nimg;at what time, where, -and 


when it ſhall pleaſe God. Whe- Bo. 


ther we hue or die,ſaith Paulwe 


_ doeitnotto ourfeluesbutwnto 


God;and therefore mans.canic 
is to bee obedient to Gddin 
death as in life . Chriſt. s-our 
example in thiscaſe, who m his 
aconie praied, Father,let this cup 
paſſe fromegvet with aſubmullt- 
on pokes will yt thy wil be done: 
teachme vs an the very es 
of death to reſrone —— 
to the good- pleaſure of God. 
4 When 


vfdyingwel, va 
acceptable to 'God,becanſe wee 
ſceme to. come vnto:God: of 


I. 


z”» 
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"When the' prophet tolde ling 
'Ezechias::.of dcath , - prefently 
without all - mT. 76, 
or yepining hee addrefſed him- 
ſcite.topraicr. We are comman- 

ded to preſent our ſclues vnto 
Gold as freewill offerings, with- 
-out any lifnitation- of ume and 
'thercforeas well in'death as-in 
-ife.1 conclude then that weare 
tomakeas much conſcience in 
 perfoiirming obedience to god 
| anſuffcring death, as wee doe of 


anyconſcience in the courſe of | 


out lines:: 1 , 

; "The third duty js to render 
.our foules into the hands of 
od, as the moſt faithfull kee- 

per of all. This is the laſt _ of 

a Chriſtian, andit is preſcribed 

vnto vs intheexample of Chyilt 

yponthe crolle, whointhe. ve- 
pangs ofdeath when the diſ- 

Glution of bodic & ſoule drewe 


on, 


<= -3 ws 7» pw ws ,# 7 


l 
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commend my ſpirit , and ſo gaue 
vypthe ghoſt. Thelike was done 
| by Steuen who when bee was 


his life time beemg n danger of' 
| death vſed the very ſame words 
| | that Chriſt vitered. | 
Thus. wee ſee what bee the 
duties which weare to perform 
" | inthe very-pangesof death, that, 
| weemay come to eternal! life. 
Some men will happily ſay, If 
this be all , to diein ith and 0» 
bedience-and to ſurrerider. our. 
foules ints Godshand, wbewl. 
not greatly: care for anyprepa- 
ratio tefore hid,not troubleour 
ſelues much about the right mi- 
ner of dying well; for we deubt 
not, but that when death:ſhall 
ce, we [hal beable to performe 
3. : %- 2_ 


| | on,faid, Father, into thine hands 114-2 3+ 


ſloned th death; faid, Lordleſrs A7+7- 
receiue my ſpire . And Dauid in ®/-3 1+ 
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all the former duties with eaſe. 
Anſwer. Let no man decciue 
himſclfe by any falſe perſwaſis, 
thinking with.himſelte that the 
praQfe of the' forcſaid dutics 
1584 matter of eaſc:for ordinari- 
ly theyare not, neither can bee 
rformed in death, vnles there 
e mach preparation inthe life 
before. Hee thatwill die io faith 
maſt firſt ofall le by faith:and 
thereis but one example in all 
the whole bible'ofa man dying 
in faith that lued witlioutfaithz. 
namely , the theife vpon the 
crofle. The ſeruants of God that 
ae induced with. great meaſure: 
ofgyace do very hardly belecue 
m the time of afflition . Indeed 
when Iob was afflited he ſaid, 
Though the Lord kill me,yet will l 
rroft in hin : yet afterward , his 
faith. becing: ouercalt as with a 
doude,he faith, that God was 


become | 


ofdylng well. 

bear hes etienne, Stthat he had ler 
him 454 marks to ſhoote at: :and 
fundrie times his faith: was o - 
preſſed with doubting and 
jen. rr app eythat 
faithi nor anuted 
themſekuesto belecue, bee able 
m the pang of death to reſt 
vypon the mercie of God. A- 

che that would dic in 0+ 

ence,nuwſt firft of all leade 
his life in'obedience-; hee that 
hath liued 1 in difobedience can; 
not willingly and' mobedience 
appeare before the iudge when 
he1s cited: by death-the ferge» 
ant ofthe Lark he dies indeed; 
but that is ypon neceftinie, be- 
cauſc he mult ye yecld'tathe order 
and courſe of nature as other 
creatures doe. T hardly, hee that 
would ſurrender his fate into 
the handes of God' mult bere- 
ſolned of two thinges : the one 


s 
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"When the' prophet tolde king 
'Ezechibs:: & death , -prenney 

without all manneroof grudging 
or'zepinins hee ka him- 
{cite toprater. Weare comman- 
ded-to preſent our ſelues ynto 

God as freewill offerings, with- 
out any kiitation/ of ume ,and 


'thercforeas well inideathas.in_ 


-life.1 conclude then that weare 
to make 23 much conſcience in 
performing obedience to god 


an arr cath, ag. wee 4s of 
anyconſcience in the courſe of 


out-lmes:: >: , » 
'The third duty | js to'render 


ypour foules into the hands of - 


od, as the molt faithfull kee- 
per ofall, This is the laſt _ of 
a Chriſtian, andit is preſcri 
vnto vs inthe example of-Chyall 
yponthe crolle, whointhe. ve- 
Ty pangs ofdeath when the diſ- 


ution of bodic & ſoule drewe 


on, 


$ 
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on,faid, Father, into thine hands 144-2 3+ 
commend my ſpirit , and ſo gaue 
vpthe ghoſt. Thelike was done 
4 by Steuen.,who when bee was. 
ſloned tb death; faid, Lordieſru +7: 
receine my ſpirit. And Dauid in ©/-5/+ 
his life imebeemg in danger of 
death vſcd the very ſame words 
that Chriſt vttered. | 

Thus. wee ſee what bee.the 
dutieswhich weare to perform 
inthe very pangesof death, that. 
wee may come to eternal life. 
Somemen will happily fay, If 
this be all , to Giein Bith ahd 0+ 
| bedience/and to furrerider. our | 
| foules into Godshand; wbewill. 
not greatly: care for a= 
ratid tefore hid,not troubleour 
ſclues much about the right mk« 
ner of dying well; for we deubt 
not, but that when deatly:ſhall 
cde, we thal beable to performe 

| ,. +..5".:alt 
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all the former duties with eaſe. 
Anſwer. Let no man decciue 
himſelfe by any falſe perſwaſis, 


thinking with.himſelte that the F 


pradfe of the' forcſaid Cutics 
184 matter of caſc:for ordinari- 


ly theyare not, ncither can bce 


Son as death, vnles there 
e mach preparation inthe life 
before. Hee thatwill dieio faith 
maſt fieſt ofalllue by faith:and 
thereis but one example in all 
the whole bible'ofa man dying 
in faith that lued withoutfaih;. 
namely , the theife vpon the 


crofle. The ſeruants of God that | 


xe induced with/ great meaſure: 
ofgyace do very hardly beleceue 
mm the time of afflition . Indeed 
when Iob was afflited he ſaid, 
Though the Lord kill me,yet will [ 
rruft in hon : yet afterward , his 
faith beeing: ouercalt as with a 


doude,he faith, that God was | 


become 


4 
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preſſed with donbt 


—_— 
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bear his erienne, ethat he had Fn 


him as'« marks to ſhoote at:and 


fundric times his faith —_— op+ 
J 
net wrmouep evthat, 
faith! nor anuted 
themſokaesto belecue, bec able 
m the pang of death to reſt 
ypon- the mercic of God. A- 
che. that would die in 0+ 
ence,nuſtfift-of all.leade 
his life. nv'obedience- ; hee that 
hath lined in difobedience' can; 
not willingly and' mobedience 
appeare before the iudge when: 
hes eited: by death-the ferge» 
antofthe Lark he dies indeed; 
but that is ypon neceflive, be- 
caulc he ante yecld'tathe order 
and courſe of nature as other 
creatures doe. Thardly, heethat 
would ſurrenger his foule into 
the handes of God'mult bere- 
lodued of two thinges : the one 
1s 


P/ad. 
31.Je 


»7h The- righvway 

is that God canabevtheris,that 
God will receiue his fouleinto 
heauen and there preſeruc it till * 


the haſt mdyement.. Andnone 
can'be rdolued of rhis;/exicopt 
he have the ſpirit of Gedtocer«: 
tifie his conſcience OG 
deemed, iuſtified, fantified b 
Chriſt, and ſhallbe glori 
Hethatis ner thus-perſwaded, 
dare-not renter. vp and preſent 
his ſoule wars” 'When Da« 
uid ſaid, ' Lord intorhy handes 
commiend 7 ſpirit: what was the 
reaſon of this boldniesd mkim? 

ſurely. nothing els but the perd 
fion of frtby. 5 theinext | 
words amiport : for tbox batt ne« 
detmedenr, 0 Lard God ef truth, || 
Arid thusit is manifeſt, thatno 
man. ordinanly it 
theſe duvrs 
not 
22 v1 :- 29071 oyes 30 os 
Is 
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*Thivbecingſo;T doe againg -— 


reneiv my former cxhortation, 
eleching you that ye would 
prathſe the dutics of preparati- 
o ict the courſe: of y nd, 
teiding-them) Qaily ie Th: faith and 
obedience ;, cy from. 'ume to 
6me-commending your {clues 
fingall handof God,: ponness 
yourworkes: s 
iiFhey partner mend 
done this, hinearodemnoſdlia 
= -bleſſod -endes..Enochby 
th V/ 


alked 'with:God, as onc pe 


that vias alwaies in his preſerice, 


leadit an vprifht ahdigod 
m rmiyas | ouferrs. co 


this which befell-Enochyſhal af- 

ter a ſort-befall them allo that 

bue m faith and obedience: be- 
cauſe death ſhal-be no-deathrhut 

| afleepe vntorithem4and-rio'@ 

| | —— to —_ 
ule; 


ly 206... 
aaddaie fee: death. Ana CR! 


Num. 
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foule. - On the-contracieikt'vs 
conſider the wretched and mi- 
ferable endes of them that have 
ſpent theix idaies.3D their, fannes 
withous keeping faith &a good 
conſciente:: The: people of the 
eld world were drownedinihe 
flood: thefalthie Sodomnes and 
Gomorrheans i were deftroied 
with firefrom heaucn: Dathan 
and Abirxam with thecompany 
of Core were 6yallowed vp of 
the: carth, *Core himſelfe-(asit 
ſeemes by the text) being burne 
with. fire :: wicked Saul and A- 


16. 32. .x: | " 
& Pſa chitophel:. and: Iudas- deſtroy 


104,15 


themſelues. Herod is eaten. vp 
of wormes: and gaue vp the 
ghoſt:lulian the Apoſtataſmit- 
ten with adart in theficld, died 
caſting vp. his bloode into the: 
avre and blaſphemingtliename 
efChriſt, Arms the heretike dis 


ed: ypon: the ſtoole: ſcouring; 
; at forth | 
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forth his vay entralls. And this 
very age aftoards. {tore of like 


examples. Hoffanciſter a great 


papiſt, as he was going to the //yrie. 


councill of Ralizbone to diſpute de fide. 


againkt the defenders gf the Go- 
ſpel, was ſuddenly in his tourn 

preuented by the hand of God, 
and-miſcrably died with horrt- 


bleroaring, andcrying out; Im pox book 
the Vaucrlitic. of Lowaibe,:,f n_ 
Guarlacus a learned papiſtfal-.,,1 17. 
ling ficke,, when he percetued; ments, 


no-way with him butdeath, he 
fell into a miſerable agonie and: 
perturbation of ſpine, crying 
out of his ſinnes. how miſerably: 
he had liued', and that he was. 
not ablc to abidethe iudgement: 
of God, & fo calting outwords. 
of miſerable deſperation aide, 
his finns were gyeater then they: 
could be vantend , and in that 
deſperation ended his daies. /a- 


cobua: 


1» Theright way | 
cobut Latromus'of the fame vni- 
uerſitie of Louaine, after that he 
had beene at Bruxels, and there 
thinking to doe a great afte a- 
oainlt Luther and his fellowes, 
made an oration before the Em- 
_ ſo fooliſhly and ridicu- 
uſly that he was laughed to 
fcorne almoſt: of the whole 


_ . court: thenretumning frothence 


..to'Louaine agame, in his pub- 


\. ke Tequre he felt into open 


| warineſfe, vitermg ſuch wordes 
of. deſperation & blaſphemous 
umpictic , that--other Divines 
whickwere preſent, were faine 


to caric'him away ashewas ra- 


_—— ſhut him into a 
cloſe chamber. From that time 
to his very: laſt breath , he had 
never any. thing elſe in his 
mouth, butthat hewas damned 
and raced .of God, and that 
there was no hope of _— 

29 or 
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for him , becaule that wittingly 

and againſt; his: knowledge he 
withſtood the manifeſt truth, of 
Gods word. (reſreniwm- the 5.1 
Popes Legate and Vicegerent jj, , , 
in the Councill of Trent was | 
{nting all the day ;long vatill 
darke night in writing of letters 
to the Mower ation, is labour 

| when night was come, thinking 

to refreſh himſelfs ,hebegan'to 
riſe ; and at his riſing, behold 
there appeared to him a migh- _ 
tie black dogge of anhuge big» 
neſle, his eyes flaming with fire, 
& his cares hanging low down 
| well . ncare !to-.;the grounde, 
| which beganne to enterin and 
ſtraight to cogne towardes him, 
and fo' to; couch; vnder 'the 
boord,; The Cargipall not alit- 
tle amazed iatithe fight there- 
of, ſomewhat recouering him- 
| felte called inuniediately to his 
ſcruants 
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ſeruants which were m the out» 
ward chamber next by,tobring 
inacandle and to feeke for the 
dogge. But when the dogge 


' could notbe found there ,nor 


in any other chamber about,the 
Cardinall thereupon ſtricken 
witha fadden content of minde, 
iImmediatly fell icitofuch @ fick- 
neſſe, whereof his Phyſitians 
which he had about him could 
not with all their induſtric and 
cunning cure him: and there- 
upon hedied. Srenen Gardmer, 
«hen a certaine Biſhop came 
ynto him and put him in minde 
of Peter denying his maſter,an- 
Fwercd againe that he had deni- 
ed with-Peter, but never repen- 
ted with Peter, and (o(to vie 
<CM.Foxes words) ſtinkingly & 
wnrepemantly died . More ex- 
amples might be added , but 
thele ſhall ſuffice. 
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 Againe, that we-maybefur- 
ther mduccd 'to.the peaQife of 
thefe dunies:; leqystal:tominde 
the wncerterttie' of our! dajess 
_ h we Dow hue:, yetivhs 
that he ſhallbe ale the 
hexndet orthenext houte.:No 
manhath alcaſe of hislifecNow 
marke;azdeattiiennds wman,ſo 
(halt: the laft '1ndgememt:finde 
i wu A RT take 
im a repared {eternal 
dumnavo felwroweboure 
voucrie; TE atheefr be b 
from prifonitiher;to os A 
t0' be'i atraigned. before the 
iudge ; or tothe place of execy- 
bor, lielwill-bewaile [his mifce- 
meanolmipaſd; znd: promiſe all 
mr hfe; Aobe it;he 
hletichedelinered; thou ith - 
berh6invfturantthecke 
per-was:'In 'this caſe we-are as 
fcllbny orthetues - forwe aree- 
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— geinent ,,- there, is BY 
Nay —__ the way ,curm 
as:the ſhip inthe fea continues 
on-his courſe day.& nightwhes» 
ther the marriness. be _— 
or waking : therefore leti;vs 
prepaare.our! felues; and awdende 
wee:may.mmake:a bleſled cnde, 
Miniſtees! of.tbe. Goſpel] doe 
daily.cal) for theperformance of 
this dudinbut where almoſt foal 
we findt the piratiſc andobedts 
enceofit irmcisJineapdcon+ 
utrſations 5 Alas, alas,.to lende 
aur.-cares. for: the ſpace -ofan 
houre totheare thie will of God 


bs.com : but to: n hears & 
hand: i he» z 43 ran 
Andthereaſonberedf5gathid 
we area-moſtgriaidusſingcs 
& cucryltaner ut;thetearmes of 
Scripture is a foole: &«a Py 
"5 pa 


:gotng; 10. the: barre of 
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pall- part of this folly-is to care 
awe. of this: world arid 
bevigarhc kink Edog of hea- 
prouidefor ayes & 

_ i for ke: ſdule;, 40 caſt xd 


forecaſt 'howerwee may liue'm © © © 
wealth and: honour ,and eaſe, 


andnottowſe the leaſt forecaſt 
wo diewelt.” This\'follie our Sab 
uioar Ohrift:noted: im the rich 
marithat was careful to inlarge 
hrs barazxes, buthad no care arall 
for hivende or for the faluation 
of his foute. Sudlra-one was A. 
chitoþhet,who(asthe Scripture 
tearmes him) was 5 the very 0- 
racle of God forcounſell, bein 

aman\ of great wildome &fore- 
calt in themattersof the c6mon 
wealth ,and 1 his owne private 
worldly affaireb's* and yet for 
all this he had not-ſo much as 
common ſenſe and reaſon, to 
confader how he' might die the 
death: 


Luk. 12. 


3g 


to-hfe cucrlaſhng, And this fol+ 


fav that: his counſell was deſpir 
4S£. fed, beſadled hicaſſe,and aroſe, & 


bu honſoold in order, and went & 
Ps hitn/elfe.' And: the five 
foalith virgins cantented them- 
ſelues with the blaſing lamps of 
a bare profeſſion, never ſecking 
for the horne of laſting oyle. of 
trueandluely faith , that might 
” furniſhi and*trimme the. 
both-in life and death. Butlet vs: 
in the. feareot Gad, caſt off this 
damnable folly., firſt of all feek+ 
ing the kingdomeof God and 
his righteonſnes, and, leading 
eurlivesin faith and obedience, 
that we-may dic accordingly... 
. And thus much of the firſt 
point of dottrine , namely that: 
| there: 
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death of the rightcous , &eome 


ly the holy.Ghoſt-hath.ooted in- 
lam Fortlic text fanh , when be: 
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17-27« ent home into hug citie » and put | 


Y 


* 
- 


man may diewell : now-I come 
tothe ſecond. Whereas there- 
fore Salomon faith, that rheday 
of death is better. then the day of. 
irth, wearc furthertaught that: 


ſuch as truly belceue themſelues. 
to be the-childten of God, are- 


not to feare death ouermueh. I 
ſay ouermuch; becauſe they 
muſt partly. feareit;, and partly 


not. Feare it they muſt for two. 
cauſes.: the firſt, becauſe death is 
the deſtrution of humane na. 


ture in a mans owne ſclfe and o-- 
thers : and in this reſpe& Chriſt: 
feared it without fmne-: and we. 


mult not feare-it othierwiſe then. 


we feare ficknes, and pouertie, 


and famine, with other forrows- 


af bodice and minde,whichGod' 


will not-haue vs to deſpiſe or 


lightly to regard, but tofeele 
with ſome. paine , becauſe they- 
a6. 


efdying well. * 35. 
there is a certen way whereby a- 
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are correionsand puniſhmEts 
for ſinne. And he doth therfore 
lay vponvs paines & torments, 
thatthey.tvay be feared' and ef- 
chewed : and that by eſchewing 
them wee might further learne 
to. eſchewe the. cauſe of them, 
which ſuyavd by experience 
in feeling of paine ,-acknow- 
ledgcthatGod is a iudge and c- 
nemic of fin, and is exceeding 
angric with it. T he ſecond caule 
ofthe feare of deathly, is theloſle 
of. the Church or common 
wealth, when wee or others are 
deprined of them which were 
indeed ox might haue beene an 
helpe,ſtay,and comfortto either 
ofthem,, and whoſe, death hath 
pracured ſoine publike or pri- 
vatelofle. 

. . Againe, wee are not to feare 
death,but to bee glad of it, and 
that for many cauſes. Firſt of all, 
| an 
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init we haue occaſion to ſhewe 
our ſubietion and obedience 
which we owe vnto God, when 
hecalls vs out of this worlde, as 
 Chritt faid , Father,nor mymill, 
but thy will be done. Secondly, all 
finne is aboliſhed by death , and 
we then ceaſe to offend godany 
more as we haue done: Thirdly, 
the dead bodie is brought into a 
better condition then euer it 
was in this life, for by death it is 
made imſenſible , and by that 
meanes it is freed from allthe 
miſeries and calamities of this 
lifezand it ceaſeth to be either an 
active or paſſive mſtroment of 
finne, whereas in the hfe time it 
rs both. Fourthly , it gives the 
foule paſlaye to reſt,fe,and ce- 
7 which wee ſhall 
fee God as heis,perfettly know 
him,and praiſe his name for e- 
ner, keeping without intermif< 
I 1 fon 
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fion an eternall ſabboth , there- 
forc Paul ſaith, 1 deſire to bee 
diſſolued and bee with Chriſt, 
for that us beſt of all. Fiftly , God 
excquutes his judgements vpon 
the wicked , and purgeth his 
Church by ccath . Nowe inall 
theſe reſpefts godly men haue 
cauſe not to feare and ſorrowe, 
but to reioice in their own death 

and thedeath of others. 
Thirdly , if the day of death 
be ſocxcellent,yea a day _ 
ineſle.then it 1s lawefull to de- 
fire death, and men doe not al- 
waies fin in wiſhing for death. 
Paul faith, / deſire to be diſſolued: 
andagaine,O0 miſerable man, who 
ſhall deliner me from this bodie of 
death. Yet this deſire muſt not 
bee fimple, but reſtrained with 
certen reſpeRs; which are theſe. 
Firſt death muſt bee delired fo 
farre foorth as it isa m——_ to 
cc 


- 
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| Freevs from the corruption of 
our nature ; ſecondly as it 15 a 
mcanes to bring vs to the im- 
mediate fellowſhip of Chriſt & 
God himſelfe in heauen. Thirds 
ly death may bee lawefully deſt- 
red inreſpedt of the troubles & 
miſeries of this life, two caucats 
becing obſerued : the firſt, that 
this defire muſt not be immodes» 
rate: the ſecond,it muſt bee joy- 
ned with ſubmiſſion and ſubic- 
ion to the good pleaſure of 
God. If either of theſe bee wan- 
ting,the deſire is faultie;& ther- 
fore lob,and Teremie,and Ionas 
failed herein, becauſe they deſt- 
red death beeing carried away 
with impatience. 

On the contraric alſoa man 
may deſire a continuance of life. 


Ezechias praied and deſired to //a.39. 


lue;when he heard the meſlage 8. 
of preſent death,that hee might 
| I 3 oc 
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doeſeruice to God. And Paul 
delired toliue, in regard of the 
Phalippians, thathee might fur- 
ther thar faith,thoughin regard 
of hinaſelt to die was aduantage 
to. him. 
La(tly, if death joyned with 
reformation of life be1{o bleſſed, 
then the:death of the vnbelec- 
uing and vorepentaat {inner is 
cuery way curicd & moſt hor- 
rible.Reaſonsare theſe. Fulſt , it 
sthedeltrution of.nature, and 
the wagesof thai Linnes.Socod- 
2h m it there is no comfort of 
ehefpiritto be found,no mitiga- 
tion of paine, & no good thing 
that may counteruaile the. mile- 


ries thereof. Thirdly;that which 
is the moſt fearefull thing oball, 
bodily death-is the begmoiag 
of cternall' death ,, deſperation, 
and.infernall torment., withaut 


hope of delinerance. Therefore 


as 
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as I began ſo I ende , haue care 
to liue well,and dic well. 


FINIS. 


eAn adaition, of thmps that come 
to my minde after- 


ward, 


TH laſt combate with the 
devill in the pang of death, *- 
1s oftentimes ke” 7. nes of 

all. For then hee will not vrge 
men to defparation , knowing 
that by this meanes he ſhallſtir 
them vp to reſiſt him: but hee 
labours with them that they 
would not reſiſt hiny-when hee 
afſaults them,and by this means 
hee endeanoures to extingniſh 
hope:and this thingis not done 
In any other teptationin which 
faith or hope alone are impug- 
ned , whereas in this they are 


I 3 both 
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both impugned togither. This 
mult be thought vpon, for whe 
the deuills temptation is, not to 
reſi{t his temptation; it is-moſt 
deccitfull of all: andit is more 
caſte to onercome the enemie 
that compells vs to fight, then 
him that dillwades vs trom it. 

The temptation of A. lohrx 

Knox in the time of his death is 
worth the marking. He lay on 
his death bed ſilent for the ſpace 
of foure hourcs, very often gji- 
uing great ſighes, ſobbes, and 
grones,fo as the ſtanders by wel 
perceiued that he was troubled 
with ſome grieuous temptation: 


O . 
and when at leneth he was rai- 


fed in this bed, they asked him 
how he did, and what was the 
cauſe of his much fighing , to 
whome he anſwered thus : that 
In his life he had indured many 
combates and confliats with Sa- 

| tan, 
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tan,but that now moſt mightily 
the roaring lyon had aſſaulted 
him: often (ſaid he) before he ſet 
my ſinnes before mine eves, of- 
ten he vrged me to deſperation, 
| often he laboured to intangle 
| me with the delights of the 
| world , but beeing vanquiſhed 
| bv the ſwordof the ſpirit, which 
| is the word of God, he could 
not preuaile. But now he af- 
faults me an other way : for the 
wily ſerpent would perſwade 
| methatI ſhall meriteternall life 
| for my fidelitic in my miniſte- 
| ric. But bleſſed be God which 
brought to my minde ſuch 
Scriptures whereby I might 
quench the fierie darts of thede- 
wil,which were , Phat haſt thou 
that thog haſt not receined: and, 
| By the grace of God, I am that I 
| a: and , Not / but th-y74ce 0 
God in me; and cus beeing van- 


quiſhed 


| 
! 
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quiſnhed hedeparted. 

When thou art tempted of 
Satanand ſees no way to efcape, 
euen plainly cloſe vpthineeyes, 
and anſwer nothing, but com- 
mend thy cauſe to God. This is 
a principall point of Chriſtian 
wiſdome which we muſt follow 
inthe houre of death. | 

If thy fleſh tremble,and feare ' 
to enter into an other life, and | 
doubt of ſaluation; if thou yeld 
to theſe things, thou hurteſt thy 
felfe : therefore cloſe thine eyes 
as before,and ſay with S.Steuen, 
Lord leſin into thy hands [ com- 
mend my ſpirit, and then certen| 
Chriſt will come vnto thee with | 
all his Angels and be the guider 
of thy way. Lather. 
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